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INTRODUCTION 

EPHRAIM HAMBUJER 

Ephraim i s  pronounced gt fr& o r  et frum acbording t o  
the  Random House D l c t i o n a r y , . I t  means "very f r u i t f u l "  
i n  Hebrew. 

I f  t h e  name HambuJer was o r l g i n a l l y  Hamburger, it i s  
poss ib le  that h i s  parents were c i t i z e n s  of the c i t y  
Hamburg about t h e  year  1800 when a l l  Jews were requi red  
t o  adapt  last  names, Hamburg i s  a c i t y  on the Elbe River 
i n  Germany, i n  the northwestern p a r t  of t h e  country near  
the Netherlands, Hamburg was In the Kingdom of Hanover 
u n t i l  1866 when Hanover became p a r t  of  Prussia .  Refer 
H i s t o r i c a l  Atlas; C,Se Hammond Co, The name Hambujer is  
pronounced Hamb&aJer. 

What follows i s  t h e  biography of a remarkable man; 
he was a very success fu l  p ro fess iona l  uagic ian ,  a land 
specu la to r ,  and an inventor  with more than 33 pa ten t s  t o  his 
c r e d i t .  He was f a t h e r  t o  11 ch i ld ren ,  a l l  of them 
upstanding and successfu l  i n  t h e i r  own r i g h t .  He  l i v e d  
from 1826 i n  P russ ia ,  t o  1850-1859 i n  England, then 
emigrated t o  New York, then D e t r o i t ,  then Chicago, and 
d ied  i n  1913 a t  t h e  age of 86. The fol lowing are the  
photographs, biography, documents, patents, and family 
groups he l e f t ,  
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CHAPTER I 

WHAT WAS GREAT GRANDPA'S NAME? 

The e a r l i e s t  record of h i s  name is i n  t h e  t e s t imonia l  
book which my mother Sylv ia  Grayson gave t o  me and which her  
mother E s t e l l a  Mandelbaum gave t o  Sylvia ,  Ephraim HambuJer 
gave t h e  book t o  S t e l l a ,  S t e l l a  was h i s  e leventh  ch i ld ,  The 
book conta ins  t h e  autographs and complimentary words of the  
sponsors of Ephraim's performances of magic from'l850 t o  1858 
i n  Germany and i n  Ehgland. In most of t h e  no tes ,  he was r e f e r r e d  t o  
as Professor  Edward Hamburger and occasional ly as Hamburgher 
o r  Hamburgh. (see  samples of these t e s t imonia l s  i n  appendix, ) 

H i s  ch i ld ren  probably knew h i s  name as Ephraim Hambujer 
imsmuch as t h e  grandchi ldren Eugene Henry, Bernice Beck, 
Sylvia  Grayson, and Anna Leah Lans all s t a t e d  t h a t  h i s  name 
was Ephraim Hambujer. kur ther ,  Bernice c a r e f u l l y  poin ts  out  
t h a t  t h e  name i s  pronounced not Hambajer, but Hambyujer, 
H i s  marriage c e r t i f i c a t e  of 1865 says  Ephraim Hambujer, mbst 
of t h e  c i t y  d i r e c t o r y  l i s t i n g s  i n  De t ro i t  and i n  Chicago use 
the name HambuJer, and a l l  t h e  33 pa ten t s  I have recovered 
use that name as far back as 1864. 

However* t h e  name is not t h a t  s imple ,  f o ~  h i s  gravestone, 
whioh I have photographed, says Anna and Ephraim HAMBURG, It 
i s  notable  t h a t  h i s  son Lewis, who used t h e  name Hamburg, was 
h i s  undertaker and probably was t h e  one who ordered t h e  gravestone. 
Lewis no doubt r e l eased  the  information t o  t h e  Chicago Tribune 
f o r  the  two o b i t u a r i e s  which used t h e  name Ephraim Hamburg also, 

It is  pecu l i a r ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  h i s  wife was l i s t e d  as 
"Annie Hambujern on her  dea th  c e r t i f i c a t e  and i n  her  obi tuary  
In 1896. 

The most r e l i a b l e  name, one might t h ink ,  would be t h e  
name on h i s  Na tu ra l i za t ion  a p p l i c a t i o n  and Oath (see copy i n  
appendix.) I f ind  two of h i s  s igna tu res  on these  documents and 
f i v e  other uses of  h i s  name wr i t t en  i n  apparent ly  a clerk's 
handwriting, The last  name as w r i t t e n  by t h e  c l e r k  looks l i k e  
these: 1, Hamburger 2, Hambuger 3. Hambuger 4. Hambuger 
5 ,  HambuJer. The two s igna tu res  by Ephraim himself d e f i n i t e l y  
end with "ERtt and seem t o  start with "HAMw, but I cannot be 
c e r t a i n  whether it is  Hamburger o r  Hambujer, Anyway, it certainly 
is ~t HAMBURG, 

I n  regard  t o  t h e  f i r s t  name, you w i l l  f i n d  t h i s  spelled 
EPHRAIM on h i s  pa ten t s ,  and EPHHIAM on h i s  dea th  c e r t i f i c a t e ,  
Ephraim i s  t h e  c o r r e c t  s p e l l i n g ,  s ince  it I s  t h e  only s p e l l i n g  
f o r  t h i s  name used i n  t he  Encylclopedia Bx i t t an ica ,  f o r  example; 
"EPHHAIM, t h e  s t ronger  of  t h e  two t r i b e s  I n t o  which t h e  house of 
Joseph was divided," (Ref.r V,. 8; p, 646.) 
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EPHRAIM HAMBUJER IN G E R I W Y  

L 

ih 

* HAMBUBGER, Ephraim; His various b i r t h  da tes ;  

1. 1 Aug* 1824, R e f , ;  dea th  certificate. "Died 31 May 1913 a t  age 
88 y e a m  9 montha 30 days, " 

2. 1824s Obituary #Ie, Chicago Tribune, 1 June 1913: uEphraim 
Hamburg, age 88." 

3. 1 oct .  1815 Ref, t Obituary #2, 2 June 1913, Chicag~ Tribune, 
*Col. Ephraim Hamburg died age 97. Born 1 Oot., 181 5 .  * 

4. 1826-278 Hambujex, Ephraim, age 53: Bef.r 1880 census, 

5. Oct., 1826: Hamburger, Ephraim, born Oct. 1826. ~ e f . ;  1900 
aensus. l i s t e d  as age 73, 

Summary: 4 out of 5 sources l i s t  hi8  birth as 1824-1826, The 5th 
souroe is  an obi tuary  which has t h e  g l a r i n g  e r r o r  in it t h a t  g r a n t s  
him c i v i l  war service which has been disprouen, I believe the 
age must be one o f  t h e  o the r  4 sources. The 2 most r e l i a b l e  
are thu 1880 and 1900 censuo, which were possibly answered by Ephraim 
himself, Furthermore, his age was listed as 53 i n  1880 and 73 i n  
1900, which tends t o  oorroborate t h e  acouracy of both census, If 
we assumethat because Ootober I s  mentioned i n  t h e  1900 census, 
that therefore t h e  Oct, 1 s L  i n  t h e  d i s c r e d i t e d  obituary #2 might 
be accurate, then perhaps Oct. 1st was his birthday, 

CONCLUSION; Ephraim Hamba er(Hamburg, Hamburger, Hamburgher) was 
probably born 1 Oat, 182 d . 
Inferences a 
1. He was age 33 when he oame t o  the U . S ,  
2, He was age 39 when ha married Annie Darmstadtrer. 
3. He was age 55 when he had h i s  1 1 t h  and last c h i l d ,  Stella, 
4, He was age 86 yea r s  and 8 months when he died,  
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1826 Oatober. 

Ephraim &inburg born  i n  P m ~ s s i a .  F a t h e r ,  E, Hamburg and 
mother (name 7 )  born i n  P russ i a ,  Ref, t h i r d e a t h ~  cert;lficate 
#I6158 on f i l e ,  o f f i c e  of county c l e rk ,  cook-county, Ill. 
Epln-airn was born  i n  Franlrfort: tradition related by Eugene 
Henry, 1974, 
ttKe h ~ d  7 brothers and 1 s i s te r ,  a11 musicians who had t h e i r  
own artchectr.a in England. The sist:cr had a daughter named 
Louisa Glickstein who had 2 daughters, They vis i ted  tlie 
I~landelbaulis on Lincoln Avc, Louisa las t  name was &tlcxander(' 
(mar~ied name? ), Ref, : Ann I a n a ,  
The f a t h e r  of Ephraim was Mashe, Hebrew for 14oses: Ref, t 
The mar r iage  c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  1865. 

1 6  October, Anna (Hanna, A n n i e )  Darmstadter b o r n  i n  
Germany, (Ref. t h e r  d e a t h  c e r t i f i c a t e ,  on f i l e ,  Cook County 
Clerk, Ill,) Born in Hess-Darmstadt, Ref.: 1860 census, 
Detroit, Mich. Born i n  t h e  c i t y  of  Darrnstadt. Ref , :  Ann b n s ,  
who has  photo of the f ami ly  home i n  Darmstadt t a k e n  by- 
Sherman Lana when he visited that city, Anna's s i s t e r s  were 
Je t t chen ,  b. 1816; Rachel ,  b. 1826; Jeane t te ,  b, 1831; and 
Regina; h e r  one  brother w ~ s  Zacharias Darmstadter, 1827-1909. 
The i r  f a the r  was Samuel, 1787-1861, & mother Regine 
Lbewenskin, married 1815, Samuel's f a t h e r  was Zacharias, 1750- 
2 Feb, 1820,  s o n  o f  Samuel Darmstadter ,  who d i e d  before 1787. 
Hanna's sister Regina immigrated t o  U,S, 1854, mar r i ed ,  t o  
- Bloom, had 5 c h i l d r e n ,  one o f  who was Lena Berger ,  1855- 
1927, Her daughter  Mirlam Berger never married, was well 
known t o  t h e  c h i l d r e n  of  S t e l l a ,  IIanna's 8: dauglzter, 

R e f ,  : l e t t e r  from ICasl D. Dnrmstadter ,  son  o f  Samuel of  PIannheim: 
(1863-1948), s o n  o f  Zacharias o f  Bi rkenan ,  t h e  brother of 
Hannah, 

''Hannah Darms tadter (sister of my grandfather ~acharias) 
was, l i k e  Zacharias and t h e  other sisters, born 1 m B i r k e n a u  
(Odenwald) which belonged to the state ( "grand.-duchytt ) 
of Hasse(n) Darmstadt.." t R e f .  1 letter from Prof. Karl Dr 
Darmstadtor , Non 1974. 

11, 1839 
Ephraim's father and a o t h e r  d i e d  in t he  Plague in Germany 
when- he wns 13, : Painily tradition, 

Y 
1850 G: 1851 The first n o t a t t o n s  111 13phl.airn"s autograph and l o g  book 

in t h e  yea r  1850, in o l d  G o t h i c  Ger-nan s c r i p t  are to 

rYI 
Dlv'nrd HnmSur~cr  r e g a r d i n s  h i s  performances, 9ccacionall .y 
. I  --,-.-.L 
s p e l l e d  i I ~ - t ~ n ' l ~ u ~ ~ ; h a r ,  Auto graph book owned by R. R ,  G. Ifc gave 

. many p e r f o r m n n c ~ s  t h e s e  2 year s ,  al.1 i n  Germany, 
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CHAPTER TI1 EPHRAIM HAI4BUJER AND FIRST TWO SONS 

1852 

MORRIS HAEIBERGER born ,  p l a c e  no t  s t a t e d ,  Ref , :  h i s  d e a t h  
ce r t i f i c a t e -#259  on file a t  County Clerk, Cook County, Illm, 
bur i ed  a t  Hidgelawn Feb. 9 ,  1917 by unde r t ake r  L,E, 
HAMBZRG, ( h i s  b r o t h e r )  o f  464.9 P r a i r i e  s t r e e t ,  Chicago, 
Morris  d i e d  o f  Diabetes Feb, 6 ,  1917 i n  Hinsda le ,  county  of 
DuFage, I l l i n o i s , H e  was 65 yea r s  o l d ,  No o t h e r .  i n fo rma t ion  
i s  on  t h i s  dea th  c e r t i f i c a t e ,  
Inferences: Morr is  was t h e  e l d e s t  c h i l d  o f  Ephralm, was born Tas 
6 yea r s  b e f o r e  Louis, h i s  mother unknown, b u t  p o s s i b l y  
t h e  same C e l i a  as was t h e  rno$her o f  Louis, I n  1852,  Ephmim 
lived i n  England, probably lKft  Germany about t h e  bplginning 
o f  t h e  yea r  1052; t h e r e f o r e ,  Morr is  was probably  born i n  
England, The youngest c h i l d  of Ephraim (and Anna) w a s  born 
in 1881, 29 years a f t e r  t h e  b i r t h  o f  Morr i s , , , a  remarkable 
spread o f  years  between youngest and e l d e s t ,  I n  s p i t e  o f  t h i s ,  
Ephraim was 26 years  o l d  a t  t h e  time o f  his f i r s t b o r n ,  H e  was 
55 yea r s  o l d  when S t e l l a  was bo rn ,  akld Anna was 43. Thus 
Stella was born t o  p a r e n t s  old enough t o  be  h e r  g r anapa ren t s ;  
more than a gene ra t i on  passed between t h e  birth of h e r  b r o t h e r  
Morris and h e r  b i r t h .  (Based on t h e  1826 birth date of Bphraim.') 
The 3 c h i l d r e n  of Morris  and Jenn ie  were: Anna, E u g e n ~ ( B i 1 l y  
Robinson on s t a z e ) ,  and Sophie,  Sophie d i e d  young, Eugene 
Hamburg w a s  named a f t e r  h%hrnimts b r o t h e r  (Ref , :  Eugene 
~ e n r y  ) . EugeneH~~nburg married 1 s t  ETae, 2nd Sophie ,  h e r  s t e p -  
s i s t e r ,  Mae (May) & h e r  l i t t l e  b r o t h e r  d i e d  i n  t h e  Chicago 
f l u  epidemic t h e  same d a y  (19177);  he was 10, Sophie was d t r ,  
of MrmWeisburg ;  May w a s  d t r ,  IvIr. Weisburg & his 1st wi fe ,  
Eugene, Sdphlc ,  & Weisburgs moved from bJilmette, 111, t o  
Crescent  H t s .  Blvd., L , A , ,  C a l i f , ,  a few bloclcs from S t e l l a  
Mandelbaum, t hen  t o  Bever ly  H i l l s  where  Sophie  & Eugene died. 
Ref, :  Ann Lans, Morris  Barnburger was a famous comedian. Ref , :  
Bern ice  Beck. Morris  and J e n n i e  ,%mburg are b u r i e d  a t  
Ridgelawn cemetery,  Chicago. (Ref,  : sex ton  of t h e  cem, ) 
Eugene Hamburg said many t imes  t h a t  Qhra im w a s  mar r ied  5 
t imes  but S t e l l a  Mandelbaum, h i s  a u n t ,  always denieB tha t .Ref , :  
Ann Lans, Morris Hambureer b r a s  Rn actor fyom age 15 u n t i l  he 
d i e d  a t  ' 'age 74'': Ann l&ns, H i s  daugh te r  Anna disappeared 
mys t e r ious ly  b e f o r e  1 9 6 2 , ( ~ n n  L a n s , )  Eugene Hamburg took h i s  
own l i f e  when h i s  w i f e ' d i e d  suddenly. (AnnrLans. ) 3,lorris 
Hamburger ao ted  8 yea r s  a t  t h e  old Majes t i c  T h e a t e r  i n  chicago:  
(Ref,: Ste&la M , )  I n  h i s  later y e a r s ,  Uncle Morris played i n  
p i c t u r e s  a t  t h e  Essanay Stud-ios at 1345 Argyle S t r e e t ,  Chicago, 
& a l s o  worked a few yea r s  i n  movies i n  Hollywood. (Ref. : A ,  ~ 2 n d  
mgene & Sophie had no c h i l d r e n  b u t  each had a d t r .  by p rev ious  
mar r iage ,  (A,  b n s ,  ) 



GHAFTER EPHRAIM HAMBUJER IN ENGLAND 

1852 
through 
1858 

Q h r a i m ,  imo:~m as Mr. Hnmburgcr and l a t e r  as P r o f e s s o r  
Hamburger p;nve mnny perf'onnallces of magic, l e c t u r e s ,  ar.d 
demonstrations of t h o  cabalistic a r t  in Enelend. ; Ibid ,  

1856 Ephraim Hamburgher became a member of the Maaons. Lodge 
Roman Eagle. No. 160. In Edinburgh. Scotland. Ref.$ 
l e t t e r  from the Grand Secretery of the Grand Lodge. Edinburgh 
Sookland. 

1857 22 March. Lewis Hamburger born . Birmingham. England. tat 46 
Upper Dean Street, Father Ephraln Hamburgerg Mother Celis  
Hamburger. formerly Calla  Worms. Ref.2 Certified birth  certificate 
from General Register Office, London, England. Occvpation of 
father; 88Profassor af 1 3 a g i ~ . ~  

1859 Ephraim Hanbujer and famlly apparently l e f t  England in  
1859 for America. Ref.; his obituary8 see last page. 
Ref.: The last testimonials t o  his magic performances 
were in Deo. 1858 In hkgland and there are no further 
performances recorded. (His book of autographadteatimonlal~,) 

Ephraim Hamburger emlgreted t o  the U.S. i n  1860 
Ref.1 1900 census, Chicago, I l e a  
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t 
1857 

I 
fiouis E, Ibmburg born to Ephraim and in Bl.rrni?t~~hac\, 
Ehgl.and. (Does "E," stpnd f o r  ~ ~ h r a % r n V  Her. : dea th  c e r t ,  
of Louis; d i ed  17 June 193j9 Chicago, 111. 

L Louis was a w e a l t h y  under taker .  H~ married 
Carrie, an English woman. They had no children. ~~r~ & Ann. 
Her name was Carclines Ref.: hex gravestone in Waldhcim 

1yu cemetery reads t Hamburg, Caroline';' 1860-1947 (Fores t  
Park, Ill.) (Also known as Forest Home Cemetery.) 

C 
The same stone shows LEIS Hamburg. 1860-1933. 

i The death certificate of L s i s  Harnburgt Reg* NO*'. 16555. 
of 6355 B1ackst;one Ave., Chicago, Ill,, vrard 59,  

i 
Date of b i r t h  unknown, age about ?j,,profession wldertaker, 

f o r  40 years,, born 3.h Birmingham, m g ,  mother Celia b o r n -  
i n  Birmingham, Eng, Informant, Caroline Hamburge. 
Buried at Waldheim Cemetery Juhe 20, 1933,, died of Mitral 
insufficiency, angina poctoxis  and diabetes mellitua, e 

LEWIS EUGENE HAMBURG. Born 22 March 3859 in England. 
Initiated in the Warwick Lodge 1109. Offices held in 
Warulck lodge included Worshipful Master and Chaplain. 
Initiated in 1892; March 5. Occupation, undertaker. 
References L a t t e r  from t h e  Grand Lodge, A.F. & A.M. 
(Ancient Free and Accepted Masons). state of Ill. 
CW1dklENTSt Morris Hamburg's son was Eugene Hambur 
and Hattie Hamburg Henry's 3rd son was Eugene Hczry. 
Eugene Henry s t a t e s  t h a t  he was named-after  his. grand- 
father Ephmln's b r o t h e r  Eugene Hamburg. Now we find t h a t  
Lewis Hamburg's middle name is Eugene.(not Ephraim as 
theorized prev1ously.J Inference: there must be records 
of Ephraim's bro the r  Eugene somewhere which would lead 
t o  other bro the r s  and o t h e r  genealogy.Look for a Eu~ene 
Iiamburu or Hamburger, 
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CHAPTER V.; 

EPHRAIM HAMBUJER IN NEW YORK 

BACHEL HAMBUJERt the sister of Stella Mandelbaum. "She was born 
25 April 1860 and died.13 Narch 1883. She 18 buried in Betholem 
Cemetary, also knom as the Snith Street Cemstary, in Plot  L-4.m 
( R e f .  letter from Mlrlam Kushner, Arohlrlst of Temple Beth El. 
7400 Telegraph Road, Birmingham, Mioh.) - -- - -- - - - - - - -  - -  --- / 

RACHEL WBUJERs born; N e w  York. DlsQ Haroh 13, 1883 of 
Conatamption in Detroit, Mich.at age 22 years, 11 monthe, and 5 
days. Ocoupation, none. Father Ephraim Hambujer. Mother Annie 
Hambujer, Marital status single. (Ref.; Certificate of death 
register n@. 1563, Lansing, Mioh*) 

Comment: Annie was Rachel's atepmother. Annie (Hanohen, or Hannah) 
married Ephraim in Detroit in 1865. (~ef.r orlglnal Katubah.) 
h o h e l g s  natural mother l a  not knom. - - - 

1861 Ephraim Hamburger, a native of Prussio, the 19th day of 
February,. 1861, before the clerk of the court of 
quarter sesslons in Allegheny County, Pennsylvania 
declared his intention to become a citizen of the 
Unlted States and renounaed a l l  allegiance t o  the 
King of Prussia. 

1064 Rebecca HRmburg, 4 t h  child, born In New Yorl:. R e f . :  
1880 census. She married John Ash ley ,  a Methodist  
minister. Children t Walter and Donald. Walter married 
Ella, had 2 girls, 1 named Joyce. lief. r Letter from 
E s t c l l n  iblandelbaum to Sylvla Crayson, 7 April 1964. 

Address i n  NY. r "Be it known t h a t  I, Ephraim Hambujer, 
of No, 6 Allen Street ,  i n  the c i t y ,  county and state 
of N e w  York have invented a new and improved passenger- 
re ister;...ll Ref.8 patent no. 52043, dated January 16,  
18 f 6. (see copy of this patent in appendix.)  Notez 
the  above address appears to be in the 10th ward on the 
lower E a s t  s i d e  of Manhattan island. 
Comment: It is interesting t o  f i n d  that in  1864 there was 
a Morris Hamburger living at No. 4 Allen street accord- 
ing t o  the NY City Directory, although Ephraim was not l i s  
ed. Morris was a beer pedler. Was he related to Ephraim? 
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EPHRAIM HAMBUJER IN DETROIT 

Following a r e  e n t r i e s  from Detrofit  c i t y  d i r e c t o r i e s  : 
* 

1866 - Hamberger , E. paternmaxer, h 214 Congress e .  
1867 - Hambujer, Ephraim, prop. Weekly M e w  and p a t e n t  s o l i c i t o r ,  coy. 

Gri swold  & J e f f e r s o n  sve.  h. 176 Congress e .  
1848 - Hambujer, Ephraim, h 176 Congress e 
1869 - Hmbujcr ,  Ephraim, i nven to r ,  h 192 Congress e 
1870 - Hambujer, Abraham, pa ten t  agent ,  h 192 Congress e 
1871/72 - Hamburger, Ephraim, Saloon,  53 Mich ave. h 192 Congress e.  
1872/73 - Hambujer, Abraham, boarding house, 131  S t .  Antoine 
1872/73 (another  d i r e c t o r y )  - Hambujer, Ephraim, agent ,  h 179 Lefayette 
1875/76 - no l i s t i n g  
1882 - Hambujer, Ephraim, g r a v e l ,  sand,  e t c .  h 1 7  Columbia w. 
1887 - Hambujer, Ephraim, h 324 Randolph 
1889 - Hambujer, Ephraim, r e a l  e s t a t e ,  10 S e i t z  B l k ,  h 98 E l i z a b e t h  e 
1893 - no l i s t i n g  

e 

IY Tktrult City IklIwt3teryt 

BOX 4443, ARLINGTON. VIRGINIA 22204 

( 7 0 3 )  827-3365 

~ r r  1880 t  NO^ 1iat.d , 

1882 t HMbwr, E p h r l ~ r r  gra-1, rand, eta. h. 17 C ~ ~ m b i a  8.w. 

m 
1803r Hambujmr, Ephriam h. 125 Clifford 

b 
1884~ H-ujrr, Ephriua h. 125 C l l f f d  

1885s Hdbujar, Epbrirrn h, 13 Plum 

ib lM6a HambuSrr, EphriasP h. 324 Randolph 

1888t Hubujes, PJphrirrpl EQIB E a W  & Pabnfr , bmat 81r Or im1d h. 98 Ihirabth r , 
&I 

1089s Ruhgsr, Bphriam lral orta.ta 10 Snits BLK he 98 E l i t ~ b t h  e. 
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