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APPENDIX: EPHRAIM HAMBUJER: Miscellaneous documents

(See page 64,)

1l.,. Obituary

2. Excerpts from his book of testimonials, 1850-58
3. The Ketubah .
Lk, Ephraim's naturalization papers

5+ Annie Hambujer's death certificate

6. Ephraim Hamburg's death certificate

7+ Rachel Hambujer's death certificate

8¢ Louls Hamburg's death certificate

9, Letter re: initiation in Mason's in Scotland
10, Lewlis Hamburger's birth certificate

11, Testimonials about Family Tree Book

12+ Hambuler realestate deeds in Detroit

13, Letter from Karl Darmstadter, 1955

14, Last letter from Estella Mandelbaum, 1968
15, Map of New York City in 1860

16. Drawing of brake wheel invention

17. Patents of Ephraim Hambujer

18, Motza Ball recipe by Estella Mandelbaum
19s. Death certificate of Jennie Hamburg

20, Death certificate of Morris Hamburg

21, Death certificate of Eugene Hamburg

22. Death notices of of Morris and Lewis Hamburg

23, Addenda for later use
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. INTRODUCTION
EPHRAIM HAMBUJER

Ephraim is pronounced &'freum or e'frum ac&ording to
the Random House Dictionary.. It means "very fruitful"
in Hebrew.

If the name Hambujer was originally Hamburger, it is
possible that his parents were citizens of the city
Hamburg about the year 1800 when all Jews were required
to adapt last names, Hamburg 1s a city on the Elbe River
in Germany, in the northwestern part of the country near
the Netherlands. Hamburg was in the Kingdom of Hanover
until 1866 when Hanover became part of Prussia. Ref.:
Historlcal Atlas; C.S. Hammond Co. The name Hambujer 1is.
pronounced Hambyuljer.

What follows is the biography of a remarkable man;

he was a very successful professional magiclan, a land
speculator, and an inventor with more than 33 patents to his
credit, He was father to 11 children, all of them
upstanding and successful in their own right. He lived

from 1826 in Prussia, to 1850-1859 in England, then
emigrated to New York, then Detroit, then Chicago, and

died in 1913 at the age of 86. The following are the
photographs, blography, documents, patents, and famlly
groups he left,
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CHAPTER 1

WHAT WAS GREAT GRANDPA'S NAME?

The earliest record of his name ils in the testimonial
book which my mother Sylvlia Grayson gave to me and which her
mother Estella Mandelbaum gave to Sylvia. Ephraim Hambujer
gave the book to Stella. Stelle was his eleventh child. The
book contains the autographs and complimentary words of the
sponsors of Ephraim's performances of magic from'1850 to 1858
in Germany and in England. In most of the notes, he was referred to
as Professor Edward Hamburger and occasionally as Hamburgher
or Hamburgh. (See samples of these testimonials in appendix.)

His children probably knew his name as Ephralim Hambujer
inasmuch as the grandchildren Eugene Henry, Bernice Beck,
Sylvia Grayson, and Anna Leah Lans all stated that his name
was Ephraim Hambujer. Further, Bernice carefully points out
that the name i1s pronounced not Hamboojer, but Hambyujer,
His marriage certificate of 1865 says Ephraim Hambujer, mbst
of the city directory listings in Detroit and in Chicago use
the name Hambujer, and all the 33 patents 1 have recovered
use that name as far back as 1864,

However, the name is not that simple, for his gravestone,
which I have photographed, says Anna and Ephraim HAMBURG. It
is notable that hls son Lewis, who used the name Hamburg, was
his undertaker and probably was the one who ordered the gravestone,
Lewls no doubt released the information to the Chlcago Tribune
for the two obltuaries which used the name Ephraim Hamburg also.

It is peculiar, therefore, that his wife was listed as
"Annie6HambuJer" on her death certificate and in her obituary
in 189 *

The most reliable name, one might think, would be the
name on his Naturalization application and Oath (see copy in
appendix.) I find two of his signatures on these documents and
five other uses of his name written in apparently a clerk's
handwriting. The last name as written by the clerk looks llke
these: 1. Hamburger 2. Hambuger 3. Hambuger 4, Hambuger
5, Hambujer., The two signatures by Ephraim himself definltely
end with "ER" and seem to start with "HAM", but I cannot be
certain whether it 1s Hamburger or Hambujer. Anyway, it certailnly
is not HAMBURG.

In regard to the first name, you will find this spelled
EPHRAIM on his patents, and EPHRIAM on his death certificate,
Ephraim is the correct spelling, since 1t is the only spelling
for this name used in the Encylclopedia Brittanlica, for example:
"EPHRAIM, the stronger of the two tribes into whlch the house of
Joseph was divided." (Ref.: V.- 8; p. 646,)
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CHAPTER IL EPHRAIM HAMBUJER IN GERMANY

HAMBURGER, Ephraim: His various birth datess

1. 1 Aug, 1824, Ref.: death certificate., "Died 31 May 1913 at age
88 years 9 months 30 days."

2, 1824 Obituary #l., Chicago Tribune, 1 June 1913: "Ephraim
Hamburg, age 88,"

3. 1 Oct. 1815 Ref.: Obituary #2, 2 June 1913, Chicage Tribune,
“"Col. Ephraim Hamburg died age 97. Born 1 Oct., 1815,"

§, 1826-27; Hambujer, Ephraim, age 53: Ref.: 1880 census.

5¢ Oct., 1826: Hamburger, Ephraim, born Oct. 1826, Ref.: 1900
census. listed as age 73.

Summary: 4 out of 5 sources 1list his birth as 1824-1826, The 5th
source is an obituary which has the glaring error in it that grants
him civil war service which has been disproven. I believe the

age must be one of the other 4 sources. The 2 most reliable

are thy 1880 and 1900 census, which were possibly answered by Ephraim
himself, Furthermore, his age was listed as 53 in 1880 and 73 in
1900, which tends to corroborate the accuracy of both census. If

we assumethat because October is mentioned in the 1900 census,

that therefore the Oct. 1st in the discredited obituary #2 might

be accurate, then perhaps Oct. 18t was his birthday.

CONCLUSION: Ephraim Hambujer (Hamburg, Hamburger, Hamburgher) was
probably born 1 Oct. 1826.

Inferences:

1. He was age 33 when he came to the U.S.

2. He was age 39 when he married Annie Darmstadter.

3, He was age 55 when he had his 11th and last child, Stella,
4, He was age 86 years and 8 months when he died.
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1838

- 1839

1850 & 1851

1826 October.

Ephraim Hamburg born in Prussla, Father, E, Hamburg and
mother (name ?) born in Prussia, Ref.: his death certificate
#16158 on file, offlce of county clerk, Cook County, Ill,
Ephraim was born in Frankfort: tradition related by Eugene
Henry, 1974,

"He had 7 brothers and 1 sister, all musiclans who had their
own orchestra in England. The sister had a daughter named
Iouisa Glickstein who had 2 daughters, They visited the

ke
Mandelbaums on Lincoln Ave, Louisa‘'a last name was Alexander®
(married name?), Ref,: Ann Lans,

The father of Ephraim was HMoshe, Hebrew for Moses: Ref.,:
The marriage certiflcate of 1865,

16 October., Anna (Hanna, Annie) Darmstadter born in
Germany., (Ref,: her death certificate, on file, Cook County
Clerk, Ill.) Born in Hess-Darmstadt. Ref,: 1880 census,
Detralit, Mich., Born in the city of Darmstadt. Ref.: Ann lans,
who has photo of the family home in Darmstadt taken dby
Sherman Lans when he visited that city., Annat's sisters were
Jettchen, b, 18165 Rachel, b, 1826; Jeanette, b, 1831; and
Reglnaj her one brother was Zacharias Darmstadter, 1827-~1909,
Thelr father was Samuel, 1787-1861, & mother Regine
Loewenskin, married 1815, Samuel's father was Zacharias, 1750~
2 Feb, 1820, son of Samuel Darmstadter, who died before 1787,
‘Hanna's sister Regina lmmiprated to U,S, 1854, married, to
__ Bloom, had 5 children, one of who was Lena Berger, 1855~
1927, Her daughter Mirlam Berger never married, was well
known to the children of Stella. Hanna's x daughter, .
Ref.: letter from Karl D. Darmstadter, son of Samuel of Mannheim.

(1863~1948), son of Zacharias of Birkenan, the brother of
Hannah,

“Hannah Darmstadter (sister of my grandfather Zacharias)
was, like Zacharias and the other sisters, born in Birkenau
(Odenwald) which belonged to the state ("grand-duchy")

of Hesse(nw) Darmstadt,": Ref.: letter from Prof. Karl D.
Darmstadter , Nowve 1974,

Ephralm's father and mother died in the

Plague in Germany
when he was 13,: Family tradition,

The first notations in Iphraim's autograph and log book
in the year 1850, in o0ld Gothic German script ere to
Edward Hamburger regarding hls perforinances, Occasionally

spelled hamburgher, Autograph book owned by R.R.G. He gave
many performances these 2 years, all in Germany.
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CHAPTER III EPHRAIM HAMBUJER AND FIRST TWO SONS

1852

MORRIS HAMBERGER born, place not stated, Ref,: hils death
certificate #259 on file at County Clerk, Cook County, I11.,
buried at Ridgelawn Feb, 9, 1917 by undertaker L.E,

HAMBURG, (his brother) of 4649 Prairie street, Chicago.

Morris died of Diabetes Feb, 6, 1917 in Hinsdale, county of
Durage, Illinols.He was 65 years old, No other information

is on this death certificate,

Inferences: Morris was the eldest child of Ephraim, was born 5on
6 years before Louils, his mother unknown, but possibly

the same Cella as was the mofher of Iouis, In 1852, Ephraim
lived in England, probably le ft Germany about the bpzinning
of the year 1852; therefore, Morris was probably born in
England. The youngest child of Ephraim (and Anna) was born

in 1881, 29 years after the birth of Morris..,.a remarkable
spread of years between youngest and eldest. In spite of this,
Ephraim was 26 years old at the time of his firstborn, He was
55 years o0ld when Stella was born, and Anna was 43. Thus

Stella was born to parents old enough to be her grandparents;
more than a generation passed between the birth of her brother
Merris and her birth, (Based on the 1826 birth date of Ephraim.)
The 3 children of lMorrls and Jennie were: Anna, BEugeng (Billy
Robinson on stage), and Sophle, Sophle dled young. Eugene
Hamburg was named after Ephraim's brother (Rerl.: Eugene

Henry). Eugen€éHamburg married lst Mae, 2nd Sophie, her step-
sister, Mae (May) & her little brother died in the Chicago

flu epidemic the same day (19177); he was 1@, Sophie was dtr,
of Mr._ Welsbhurg; May was dtr, Hr. Welsburg & his 1st wife,
Eugene, Séphle, & Welsburgs moved from Wilmette, I1ll, to
Crescent Hts,., Blvd., L.A., Callf,, a few blocks from Stella
Mandelbaum, then to Beverly Hillls where Sophlie & Eugene dled,
Ref.: Ann lans., Morrls Hamburser was a famous comedlan. Ref,:
Bernice Beck, Morris and Jennie Hamburg are burlied at
Ridgelawn cemetery, Chicago. (Ref,: sexton of the cem,)

Eugene Hamburg sald many times that Ephraim was married 5

times but Stella Mandelbaum, his aunt, always denled that.Ref,.:
Ann Lans, Morris Hamburger was an actor from age 15 until he
died at "age 74": Ann Ians, Hls daughter Anna disappeared
mysteriously before 1962, {(Ann Lans.,) Eugene Hamburg took his
own life when his wife died suddenly. (Annnlans,) Morris )
Hamburger acted 8 years at the old Majestic Theater in Chicago:
(Ref.: Stekla M.,) In his later years, Uncle Morris played in
pictures et the Essanay Studios at 1345 Argyle Street, Chicago,
& also worked a few years in movies in Hollywood, (Ref.: A. Lansg)
Eugene & Sophie had no children but each had a dtr. by previous
marriage, (A. Lans.)
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CHAPTER IV

1852
through
1858

1856

1857 22 March.

EPHRAIM HAMBUJER IN ENGLAND

Ephraim, knowm as Mr. Hamburger and later ss Professor
Hamburger gave many performances of magic, lectures, and
demonstrations of the cabalistic art ln Englend.; ibid,

Ephraim Hamburgher became a member of the Masons, Lodge

Roman Eagle, No. 160, in Edinburgh, Scotland. Ref.s .
letter from the Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge, Edinburgh
Scotland,

Lewis Hamburger born , Birmingham, England, at 46

Upper Dean Street. Father Ephraim Hamburger; Hother Celia
Hamburger, formerly Celia Worms. Ref,: Certified birth certificate

from General Reglster Office, London, England. Occupation of
father: "Professor of Magic."

1859

1860

im Hambujer and family apparently left England in
?gggafor America. Ref.t his obituary: see last page,
Ref.s The last testimonials to hls magic performances
were in Dec. 1858 in England and there are no further
performances Yrecorded. (His book of autographaedtestimonials.)

Ephraim Hamburger emigrated to the U.S. in 1860
Ref.s 1900 census, Chlcago, Ileo
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Date of birth unknown, age about 75,.p

1857

Iouls E, lamburg Born to Ephraim and Celia in Blrminghan,
Pngland. (Does "E," stand for Ephraim?) Ref.: death cert,
of ILouis; died 17 June 1933, Chicago, Ill.

Iouls E,.
Carrie,

Hamburg was a wealthy undertaker,
& Annn

He married

an English woman, They had no children, Ref: Sylvia
Her name was Carcline: Ref,: her gravestone in Waldheim
cemetery reads: Hamburg, Caroline3 1860-1947 (Porest

Park, I1l.) (Also known as Forest Home Cemetery.)

The same stone shows Lewls  Hamburg. 1860-1933.

The death certificate of Louis: Hamburg: Rege Noe 16555,
of 6355 Blackstone Ave., Chlcago, Ill, ward 59.

rofession undertaker,
for 40 years, born in Birmingham, Eng, mother Celia born.

in Birmingham, Eng. Informant, Caroline Hamburg..

 Buried at Waldheim Cemetery Juhe 20, 1933, died of Mitral

insufrficlency, angina pector;s and dlabetes mellituse.

LEWIS EUGENE HAMBURG. Born 22 March 1859 in England,
Initiated in the Warwlck Lodge 1109, Offices held in
Warwick lodge included Worshipful Master and Chaplain,
Initiated in 1892; March 5, Occupation, undertaker,
References:s Letter from the Grand Lodge, A.F. & A.M.
(Ancient Free and Accepted Masons), state of 111,
COMMENTS: Morris Hamburg's son was Eugene Hamburg

and Hattie Hamburg Henry's 3rd son was Eugene Henry.
Eugene Henry states that he was named- after his grand-
father Ephraim's brother Eugene Hamburg. Now we find that
Lewis Hamburg's middle name is Eugene, (not Ephraim as
theorized previously.) Inference: there must be records
of Ephraim's brother Eugene somewhere which would lead

to other brothers and other genealogy.Look for a Eugene
Hamburg or Hamburger., ‘
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CHAPTER Vi

EPHRAIM HAMBUJER IN NEW YORK

1860

RACHEL HAMBUJER: the sister of Stella Mandelbaum. "She was born
25 April 1860 and died.13 March 1883, She is buried.in Betholem
Cemetery, also known as the Smith Street Cemetery, in Plot L-4."
(Ref, letter from Mirism Kushner, Archivist of Temple Beth El,
7400 Telegraph Road, Birmingham, Mieh,)
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RACHEI, HAMBUJERs born: New York. Died March 13, 1883 of
Congumption in Detroit, Mich.at age 22 years, 11 menths, and §

days. Occupation, none, Father Ephraim Hambujer. Mother Annie
Hambujer. Marital status single.

(Ref.s Certificate of death
register ne. 1563, Lanaing, Mich,)

Comment: Annie was Rachel's atepmother. Annie (Hanchen, or Hannah)

married Ephreim in Detroit in 1865. (Ref.: original Ketubah,)
Rachel's natural motpegmls not‘known.

1861

Ephraim Hamburger, a native of Prussia, the 19th day of
February,. 1861, before the clerk of thé y

court of
quarter sessions in Allegheny County, Pennsylvania

declared his intention to become a citizen of the

United States and renounced all alleglance to the
King of Prussia,

1864 Rebecca Hamburg, 4th child, born in New York, Ref, :
1?8? gensus. She married John Ashley, a Methodist
minister.

Chilldren: Walter and Donald. Walter married
Ella, had 2 girls, 1 named Joyce, Ref,: Letter from

Estella Mandelbaum to Sylvia Grayson, 7 April 1964,

1864=65 Address in NY.: "Be it known that I, Ephraim Hambuler,

of No., 6 Allen Street, in the city, county and state

of New York have invented a new and improved passenger-

register;e.." Ref.: patent no. 52043, dated January 16,

1866, (See copy of this patent in appendix.) Note:

the above address appears to ?elindthe 10th ward on the
side of Manhattan 1slande.

égzggngisgt 1s interesting to find that in 1864 there was

a Morris Hamburger living at No. %4 Allen street accord=

ing to the NY City Directory, although Ephraim was not liste-

ed., Morrls was a beer pedler, Was he related to Ephraim?
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CHAPTER V1 EPHRAIM HAMBUJER IN DETROIT.

Following are entries from Detrofit city directories:

1866 ~ Hamberger, E. paternmaker, h 214 Congress e.

1867 - Hambujer, Ephraim, prop. Weekly Review and patent solicitor, cor.
Griswold & Jefferson ave. h. 176 Congress e.

1868 - Hambujer, Ephraim, h 176 Congress e

1869 - Hambujer, Ephraim, inventor, h 192 Congress e

1870 -~ HambuJer, Abraham, patent agent, h 192 Congress e

1871/72 ~ Hamburger, Ephraim, Saloon, 53 Mich ave. h 192 Congress e.

1872/73 -~ Hambujer, Abraham, boarding house, 131 St. Antoine

1872/73 (another directory) - Hembujer, Ephraim, agent, h 179 Lafayette
1875/76 - no listing

1882 - Hambujer, Ephraim, gravel, sand, ete. h 17 Columbia w.

1887 - Hambujer, Ephraim, h 324 Randolph

1889 - HambujJer, Ephraim, real estate, 10 Seitz Blk, h 98 Elizabeth e
1893 - no listing

Natimral Benenlogy Serbice

BOX 4443, ARLINGTON, VIRGINIA 22204

Detreit City Directery:

18803
1882
1883:
188)s
18853
18861
18881
18893
18911

Not. 1liated,

Hambuger, Ephriam
Hambujer, Ephriam
Hambujer, Ephriam
Hambujer, Ephriam
Ranbujer, Ephrism
Hambyjer, Ephriam
Hambujer, Ephriam

Hambujer, Ephrism

(703) 827-336%

gravel, sand, etec, h. 17 Columbia ms.w.
h, 125 Clifford

h. 125 Clifferd

h. 13 Plum

h. 3l Randolph

Reak Estate & Patents, bsmt 8) Grisweld h. 98 Hlisabsth e,

real estate 10 Seitg BLK h. 98 Elizabeth e.

removed te Chloago.
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