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Summary of Famil y _Constaellation

Dick was the first born and ealy hey  in a 2-1 family
wheroin the youngast sistoer, Priccilla {-117 yrs.) was far
removad from Lhe older two, atthounh thoro was a shared bond in
that Dick and Priscillia hateod Mom. Not only was the early
period filled with anxicly and fonr bhecansoe the "folks got mad
at ug,” but mothaer was particuiarty disparaging with put-down
remarks, and she treated Lho childron with cemot.ional distancsa
and ar just plain troublesome LG o, Dick developed a kina of
lonar style in sclf play hut awanronoed in late grade school wi y
intona? i_nL(}llm:Lunl curiosity ana interest. Dick never palizd
around with Patsie (-1 yra.) who appoeared Lo have her somaiis
roactisavn Lo stross of tho parente and was pot a companion noc

comratitor to him. fis middie «tildhood wns afleccted by
modical ajlment with tecelfeings i b s s iri " In '
porscasi qualities Dick cortointy sutdistanced his sister in i

ability. grades, achievement and oarseverancae. Patsic did
corn-r the sociabloe qualilties of f{rieonds, charm, cheerfulnessg,
and sutgoingnens.  This wnas a farity in which the childron ware
rot bLaoard, oxpressaed | tle, amd ~ot nothing emotionally. i3k
sooncd Lo withdeaw, still being soneitive bul retained images of
intep-ity and nobilily. what. he (carnnd about life and coping
in 1. e cance from relying on himeolf. Soociatly, he didn't fael
athlesie nor mascdline and vng pioked o by cvaryone: but
acadoerically, he could shine. "I loved school” doscribed the
porsarat desire and probablae rocosni Lion outsidae of the home for
his tulonts.  Socially, thoso wooe painful timess acadoemicaily,
ha was an eager learner and wags pood at ib. lL.ator he was past
of the =mall, cppghead groun, and 1 alwunys vaisced my hand” ir

class. ’
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ing Tine v a hard-vorking, taciturn
pustenar” whom D tnted, bt o conid be oen raged by mothoer
and cnanne frow font wark:o Lo anry disciplinarvian of
Dick. Uather vas very mach o roior Lo mathoer and actually
dircet d by hor.  Thers wag o et ont affinitly with Father ia
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\/Lhn wold of man, but
\yomnn ard can gl angry ot ihe watairness disnlayoed by them.
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work out at the shop or fishiag ia Lake Michigan. There was no
comm:njcation nor emotional closceuess with o Lher parent. Tho
feminine guiding line, as scen ir his mothor, was an irascible,
punishing, yelling, and iasulting woeman who wanled her children
out of the way. Mother did sav . Dick at 10 years. that he
should be a doctor, and that aspi-ation was accepted. While his
parents appcarcd Lo have o happy, involved relationship with
cach othier, mother was unhappy wi h hoersoelfl and her family of
origia. Dick received no emotion: ] support from eithér parent.
though &t lecast thate was a positivo work model to emulate in
fathor's actions and commitmonts. dothoer was an enigma--
everything made her mad.,  Dick teorned to withdraw and husband
his own resources Lo survivao. Hi: role as na child was to keop
his rnouth shut, make few commonts. do what had to be done,
snpatch some private satisfactions shorche could, and got out of
childhood in one piccao.

Sumiary of Farly Recolloctions

.oam oan obsoerver and a participant in the vorld of men. i
am curicas about how Lhiugs operata and ‘got’ _dones 1 want to
undvrxLund,(ﬁuL 'm okay «=hon ['m observingl When I take aciion
1 may sorew tup and draw tho wialth of others. I" oxpact the worst
but thiat doesn’t materialize. Sorstimes 1T fael like I'm on £hn

outside looking in at what's poing on. 'ii
¢ want Lo handlo my own battins bul. don’'t always have the
L ot that ['m impressed with

my loex of strongth as much 25 U

Lho sraial sitveation aboui my fecbs.  Somn situations are | oist
unfaic in how I'm troatod. 1L app-avs 1 earey that fear of oot
doing “hings ringht in the ocves of others '

at

stramyth or powvar to do that. I
the oabarasesmont, that 1 get {iom

of

1

vhivsical pain and iniury do not hather me as muchas the
soctal pain of ombarassment., i hongor for ecncouragement froai
olthers it can pol pul down.  Thera are comforting moments in
am upsura of what

it takes Lo pleaseo

Convintyansey

P is oway of dealing with

i. by v ld i to know and
vinderstand.
s o
2. oonelioves mon are tho deerns onnd cronters in life, but
oy he poar inta oetian, hin' o opat fan o e he'll do it
'v"\\
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3 Iic has an oxagpoeratord view of tha
aclLions.

4. Thare are issues of anxioty
sloquacy.

5. o may soc himsoll mora ag 0 o]
Tifo than Ltho sucrsess o]l oot fa o

intellactunlly

i oy
onpoeratoe.

2. [in is an astute oharrvar in
3. iz is porsisteont in hioc apr)
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