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PREFACE,

The author of this littls tribute has vo
apology te otfer for what he has herein
written in praiseof his tvivnd and old com.
rade, Dr. War. A, CoLLins, for his record
during the time he was ==sociated with 1he
soldiers of the Sixth Indiava recitient s
fndelibly written in the hearts of cvery oue
of them. In looking ubant for w subject
for o military character sketehy, our mind
was jrresistibly drawn to him, aud low
well we have suceeeded in portraying ¢
main points in his milicary career we leave
t0 those who pernse these pages,
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THE BOY SURGEON.

Ar——

A MILITARY CHARACTER SKETCH,

The first regiment the great war
Governor, Oliver P. Morton, sent to
the front at the breaking out ot the
Rebellion was the Sixth Iufantry,
commanded by Col. T. T. Crittenden.
snd it was throughout the war a noted
organization, as it was alwavs in the
barttle front, never having enjoved the
soft and casy place of post or other
duty, consequently the soldiers jn that
regiment saw nbout as much rea) war
Ad any command in tae army,

Among the most prominent chargc-
ters of the Sixth regiment was the
subject of this sketch,

. Dr. WiLLIAM ANDrEW CoLriNsg,

of this city, Kalisting as Hospital
Steward when a niere youtl, being
only 19 years old, he soon won for
himself the reapect and regard of the
entire cormmand that was phenomennal.
On account of the advanced age
and )l health or Surgeon Charles
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Schuseler, and the irregularity
with  which the regiment was
supplied with Assietant Surgeons ot
any worth, a large share of tbhe sick,
wouunded and other medical duties
soon fell upon young Colling; and In
the tarly part of the service it was no
uncornmon thing to heatr the officers
and soldiers aav . *[ wouldn’t let that
boy give ma » dose of salts.” [le
furely did Yilave a youthful appear-
ance, sl Was a4 sciranger 1o almost the
entire command,

The Doctor's lot fur the tlrst few
tmonths was net sn easy or enviable
one by any means ; but a strict
sud fearless dischargs of duty soon
wrought the chunge that wis inevita-
ble, and the beardless strapling soon
bloomed futo oue of the most trusied
and warmly regurded officers of his
reginient .

The writer has often hesrd officers
and invn spesk in terms of admiration
ol vvoung Collins,” Capt. Wm, E.
McLeland, the popular Regimental
Quurtermacter, probably  expressed
the univerral rentiment when he sl
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to the writer that “Collins was so de-
voted to the welfare ot tha soldiers,
30 zood and kind to all, that no one
could help loving him.”

AT THE BATTLE OF SHiLoN.

Dr. Colling’ conduct at the battle of
Bhiloh, in which the writer participa-
ted, is & fair iliustration of his future
eareer. How well we remember his
Appearance when Col. Crittenden or.
dered him to remain at Savannah
while his regiment was embarking on
the sieamer for Pittsburg Landing,
nine miles away.

Shiloh was our first bettls, and ahl
day long Sunday, April 6th , 1862, the
first of the fight, we could hear the
boomnng of Grant’s and Johnstons
gUnY, ss we marched to join them, re.
minding the boys that there was WArm
work io swore for them. None of
us had ever smelled hostile gun-
powder, und each one supposed
this 10 be the only opportunity of their

liven, Just as the brignde was getting
oo the boat to go to the fleld
the order was issucd that Hoapital
Steward Collins and Quartermnster
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Sergeant Frank P. Strader should
remain Dbehind In charge of their re-
spective trains. This wasa dampener
to the two that were to he left, and,
holdinyg a council of war of “two,” it
wis unanimously resolved that the
trains wero 1n no danger on the nourth
side of the Tennessee river and so the
two cilicars acted in disobedlience of
vrders—went to the field of Shiloh
and did good service acd got only s
mild reproot from Col. Crittenden.
This was the first place Dr. Colline had
an opportunity to indulge his snrgical
tuste, and surcly any one who was on
that field will never forget the terri-
ble amount ot wounded of both ar-
mies left tfor our Surgeous to care
for. Great heaps of legs and
arms from both the blue and the
gray were taken off in the old log
house at the landing. Ambulances
filled with the wounded awsited their
turn as men wait their turn at a bar.
ber-shop. It was pitiful to bhear
the groans and shrieks of the poor
fellows. Collins was here commend-

ed by all for his untiring services for
the relief of hie suffuring comrades.
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Tur Docrox Rxceives Ais Rewarp.

Continuous duty, well and faithful-
ly done, at the siege of Corrinth and
during the long summer of 1862, the
marches throughk Mississlppi, Ala-
bama and Tennesaee to Steveneon, the
fearful amount of sickness at the lat.
ter place and Crow Creek, and the
long and tircsome chasa after Gen.
Brage and hii Contederate hordes,
euding at Louiavilie, Ky., brought to
Young Colling hie tardy reward, for
on the arrival of the Sixth regimentat
Louisville he roccived his merlted
commission s Assistant Surgeon sand
thence forward tor the next two years,
! uutil the tinal discharge, the care of
I the sick and wounded of the regi-

ment devolved simost entirely upon
bim.

AT THE BATTLE OF Stonk River

‘ the Doctor rendered conspicuous ser-
' vices 1n addition to hissurgieal duties,
as Aid de Camp in placing Col. Bald.
wio’s brigade In position. He was
also instrumental in saving one of the
’ rifle guns’of Capt. Simouson’s battery,
i which bhad but two horses to pull 1t
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thelothers being killed,™ The horses
stalled in thejretreat, and’the Doctor
at once ‘sceing the situation: called
some of the Luys of the Sixth regi-
ment, and, along with himself, laid
hold and brought the gun outo good
ground and took it_off sately toward
Nashrille. '

Remember, this was doue during a
gcueral stampede, when all was
confusion, and none but the coolest
ard most self-pussessed would have
tarried when the enemy was at their
heelz with a bayonet. The Doctor
narrowly escaped caplure by getiing
out, while other officers rernained,
taking refuge in a cottonshed, and
were caplured.

Daring the four days of the Stone
River fight he rendered great service.
which ean never be repaid by the Gov-
ernment or individua! soldiers to
whom he gave reliet in various ways,
Day and night he remained with the
suffering wounded, never closing his
eyes or shirking the humane duty he
felt in his utmost heart he had to per- |

form for his comrades who would
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bavedied on the field but tor his antir.
Ing attention.

AT LiBERTY GaP.

In the advance on Tullahoma, at
Liberty Gap, Dr. Collins’ action was
cbaracteristic. 1In the skirmish at that
placo word was sent to him that one
of the men— Mr. Jacob Sheets, of thia
city, an excellent soldier—was badly
wounded on the skirmish line, Al-
ways resdy to enswer such calls, the
Doctor riding up to the head of the
regiment, was told that it was almoat
certain  death to Attempt to reach
Bheets until the rehel hine was driven
back, as he lay in an open wheat
fleld. Stopping only long enough
to ascertain the exact location of the
wounded man, he galloped his horse
rapldly to the place, and just ay he was
dismounting s Minle ball passed
through his saddle, which had he beeg
& second slower in dismounting,
would have ended hig days; yet he
brought Sheets safely off the field,
stopped his bieeding, and thus saved
bim from almost certain desth, Mr,
8heets is stil]  resident of this city.
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At CrICRAMAUGA, THE %“River or
Deatn.”

Quickly followed the battle of
Chickamanga-—truly, s the Indian
word impiies, the “River of Death.”
Dr. Collins. after working with the
wounded all day Saturday, Sept. 19th,
was ordered to the field-hospital—
“‘Crl. Cloud’s” large frame residence,
and that of “Hein’s,” but a short dis~
tance away. These houses were filled
to their utmost capacity with our
wounded. Any one, by referring to
Gen. Henry M. Cist’s “Aimy of the
Cumberiand,” csn ind a map of the
fleld-hospital rcferred to. and the
Confederate and Union lines during
the continuance of the battle. The
Doctor wis assigned to duty at Cloud’s
houee as executive officer on Sunday
morniug, Sept. 20th. The wouuded
were gathered together In this house,
and near by was a large spring. Find-
g the enemy wae shelling the house,
the Federals having fallen back past
it lesving 1t between the two lines,
the Doctor ran in and attempted to
get out all who could walk, and just
as tie got in the hall a shell from the
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Confederate lines entored \be housa
nesr the floor killing Colone! §ilchard
Rockingham , of the Sixth Kentucky,
who lay ou the floor with a shuttered
leg. The Colonel’ large silver watch
was driven entirely through nis body,
vet he lived long enough to sive Dr,
Collins bis name and wishes, which
were complied with,

Soonafter the death of Col. Rocking-
ham the Confederates who had been
doing theshelling came up and hulted,
The commanding officer ealied the
Doctor out, who immediately explain-
ed that 3t was a hoapital and that he
had killed Rockingham and endap-
gered the hves of himaelt and a1l the
wounded i his eharge. The Conted-
erate officer regretted his error, s he
bad mistaken the flag flyie from the
top of the house for a headquarters
flag. The Doctor invited the officer in
to see the dead Colonel, but he dectin..
ed, saving he preferred not to see
him and moved off with his com-
mand.

Tax Docror INetvw THE RegEL Lines,
_The field hospital soon fell into the
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hands of the rebels, and as they came
‘ fn most all the surgeons and attend-
‘ ants unceremoniously departed for
f more congenial parts, until at one
time Dr. Collins waa alone, with the
exception of ouc attendant, Corporal
! John 1. Allen, of Co. D, 6th Ind.,
(now the Rev.John W. Allen ot North
Maaison,) and Sergeant May, of Co,
C, sanie regiment,

| A Boru IrisH CONFEDERATE SERGEANT,

While the Doctor was attending a
wounded man, extracting a ball, Cor-
poral Allen called his attention to
some men outside who wished to sce
him. On looking out he saw some
ten or twelve rebels of General Long-
street’s corps 1n charge of an Irlsh
Sergeant, who, saluting quite pelitely,
Faid :

“Doctor, Is this 3 Lospial 7

“Yes, oir,” replicd the Doctor,

“Well,” said the Sergeant, “are ye
our prisoners, or sare we vees?”

“Sergeant,” replied the Doctor,
laughing, “this thiog is so badly mixed
I can’t say.”

“Doctor,”

ssid the Sergeant, *“it
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makes no d.fference I guess: but wil)
¥yeo dress the wound of one of our boys,
lwl:’o has his lef’ elbow hasted entire-
’l

“I will do it,” says the Doctor, «ir
Y7 will get your men to get water
for the hundreds of wounded here
who are begginy for it.”

GxN. GRANGER'S FEDERALS VisiT THE
Docron.

The bargain soon made was being
carried out, when tho rattle of musker-
Y, shouts of the soldiers, and w-h-f-z
of bullets commenced another deal.
Calling to the men to lie down, the
Doctor awaited the coming of (he
strangers, who proved to be the ad-
vance of General Gordon Granger's
corps, which made the gallant Irsh
Sergeant and his command prisoners
sure enough, and after disarming
them, started them Northward, As
the Sergeant departed he said to the
Doctor:

“I’s a smart trick yoa’ve played on
us, while we were colug you a great
kindness.”

After sn explanation » the SBergeant
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laughed and said he fully understood

the situation, and bade the Doctor

wood-bye. .

Tax Doctor AeaIN IN THE RereEL
LixEs.

Shortly the hospital was agalo taken
by the rebels, and held by them until
late in the afternoon, when Doctor
Collins discovered coming trom the
South a body of Federal troops, and
going to meet them found it to be
Gen. Jos. J. Roynolds and the rem-
nant of his once fine division, He
only had & hundred or so meun left,
who, with the genecral had cut their
way through the rebel linee, in the at—
tempt which Gen. Thomas ordered
Gen. Reynolds to make with his entire
division to open up the rosd to Ross-
ville.

Gen. Reyuolds was the only mount-
ed officer, and on enquiring of the
Doctor the situation of sffuirs was told
that he (the Doctor) had considered
hinself a prisoner of war for more
than an hour; that he was surrounded
by the rebel forces, and at the suge-
gestion of the Douctor and urged by
Col. Robinson the general permitted

B i o i e £t
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the Doctor to cut off his stars to avoid
being conepicuous and thus better en-
able him and his command to get out,

The Doctor then piloted (ien. Reyn-
olds and his men into a secluded
fpot in the woods near by, where the
General could await the coming of
night to get out unsecn.

ANoTHER CALLER—GRN. PyrL. Snueri-
DAN,

Justafter dark Dr. Colling was call-
ed to the fence and out in the road
was Gen. Phil. Sherdan at the head
of the remuant of his division, on the
tame road that Gen. Reynolds came
down but golng exactly in the oppo-
site direction.

Gen. Sheridan Inquired of the Doc-
tor the siate of the mixed aflairs, and
was surprised to find that he was
gomng right into the main bedy of the
rebels, and could not beheve it until
the Doctor told him that he had (ien,
Reynolds and his command in the
woods walting ap opportunity to get
away. Sheridanat once wirhed to

communicate with Revnolds, and the
Doctor piloted one of the GGeneral’s
aids to him, Reynolds had his pickets

el
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out, who halted the two visiters, but
was gethpyg things 1n reudiness to
make his way through the rebel lines.
Being informed that Gen. Bheridan
whas in close proximity and wished to
communicate with him, he ordered
his command to fall in and the two
remnants of what was two grand di-
visions umted and turned about and
eafely gained our lines at Missio

Ridge. ’

Der. CorLrins’ HoMe Ry,

The next morning, Monday, Sept.
?]st, our sarmv having completely
abandoned the field the Doctor, as ex-
eculive oficer, being in charge, called
what few Surgeons and attendants
that remained together and informed
them that he wus going to attempt to
regain our lines, and advised all to
do  the same, but all, with
the exception of Dr. Bowers, of the
93d Qhio, considcered the attempt too
hazardous and stayed and were soon
made prisonera to spend ten or twelve
months in rebel prisous.

Corporal (Rev.) John W. Allen 10—

tended starting with the party, but
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waxs detained and was also made pris-
oner and enjoyed several inoaths of
Bouthern hospitality at Andorson-
ville, Macon, etc.

THE S12GE AT CHATTANOOGA.

During the long siege at Chatta-
nooga, when nearjy all the animals and
wany goldiers died from starvation,Dr.
Collins was constantly with the regi-
ment, and in

Tax CrarGr oN MissioNn RipGe,
which broke the rebel centre and
ruined their army, the Doctor went
out of our works and into and through
the charge with the men.

Just before the charge the Doctor
was sitling with Col. Jacodb Glase, of
the 32d Ind., snd Capt. Frank P. Stra-
der, of the 6th Ind., discussing the
prospective result of the charge that
wasreomentanly expected to be made.
The conversation was interrupted by
the signal for the charge, and the three
separated never to meet again alive
on this earth, the Doctor being
the only one to reach the top of the
Ridge—Glass and Strader both being
killed,
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Tug CaMPA1IGN IN East TENNESIZE.

During the campaign in East Ten-
nessee, which followed in the winter
¢! 1863-4, without any proper equip=
age for troops, Dr. Collins was with
the command constantly, and by his
kindne:s and cheerful disposition did
much toward reviving hLis drooping
and epiritless comrades. The suffer-
ing of the army was terrible, quite &
number ot the men being frozen to
desath, and it was ouly equalled by
Washington’s winter at Valley Forge.

THe ATLANTA CaAuPAlGN,

In the Atlanta campaign, which
commenced in May, 1364, at Tunnel
Hill and ended with the fall of Atlan-
ta in September, and which was four
months of daily snd nightly battle,the
Doctor was constanly preseut.

Tne Barrre oF New Hore CHURCH.

Atthe batt'e of New Hope Church,
May 27th, there is an incident related
of him that s characteristic. Among
the first wounded was Mat Doyle, of
Co. I, & Lrizht, cheery fellow, who
had his leg broken. 'The Doclor, after
fixing Mat’s leg, told him to rest quiet
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The Doclor could never find any ex-

and he would shortly have him re- !

moved. Snon our iine was broken
and our troops forced back, and the
Doctor, after sending off to the rear
all the wounded, ss he thonght, and
all the atiendunrs, started himself to
leave, when Mat called to him and
asked what was to be done with him.
Realizing that if he was left he would
soon be taken by the rebels, he got
Mat on his back, and thus the wound-
ed man was carried ouf of the fight in
8 shower of bullets, Mat wanted the
Doctor to let him ride in front, as ha
said he was only s shield for the Doe~
tor from the rebel bullets.

Ever after this event, in referring to
Collins, Doyle would speak of him
23 “the Deccior he rode off of the
battletield.” Poor Mat, the lite of the
camp and a most gallant soldier, hved
to fully recover from his wound and
make » good cilizen after the war, bat
sbout five years after his discharge he
married and on his wedding trip was
thrown under the wheels of the car 1n
which bis bride sat and waa killed in-
atantly.

cuso foc skulking to the rear by offi-
cers or the men, and »t this same fight
at New Hope Church he left the
wounded Le was attending to drive 10
the trout & Captain and somme ten or
twelve men who had eknlked to the
rear and hid in a ravine.

Those who saw 13 incldent say 1t
was really laughable to see the Doclor
beating the Cuaptain with a etick, say
ing, “Go back, you scoundrel, to your
company and do vour duty.” It is
neuvdless to add the Doctor’s orders
were promptly obeyed, as he meant
business all the time,

Tue Nicut Rineg oN TuHg TENNESSEE
River.

At Chattinoogs, when Gen. Grant
called for 1600 picked men under Gen,
Wm. B. 1lazen 1o float iu open pon-
toons from Chatanooga to Brown’s
Ferry at night aund under the
rebel fire the eutire wav foe
nine milez, Dr. Collina was one
of the firs| to volunteer to go on that
hazardous trip and was in the third
boat that landed and ascended the

i
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bank salong with Lieut, George B.
Greene, who wad killed before they
bad got twenty yards trom the boat.
Yet the gallant sixteen hundred held
the ridge and opened the way for Gen.
Joe Hooker’s srmy to get to the
river,

This night ride on the Tennessee
river 18 now held by all Military
writera to be one of the mast daring ,
brilliant and successrul feats of any
war,

The Doctor’s feurless action in all
emergencies where indomitable pluck
Was required to accomplish an end , i8
characteristic of the Collign family,
He comes by it houestly. It will be
Temembered that Commander Napo-
leon B. Collins, our hero's uncle, ran
his vesse] Fight under the guns of the
Braziliau forts, bravely bonrded the
rebel privateor Fiorida, towed her out
and scuttied her to prevent her from
pPreying upon American merchant ves.
sels, hundreds of which it had previ.
ously destroyed. The gallant Com-
mander did this daring deed ¢fter ma-
ture deliberation, when Le knew 1t
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was {1 disobedience of ordera and cone
trary to international law. Welghing
the matter well, he took the responal-
bility and nobly accomplished the ob-
ject for his conntry’s gnod, thus win.
ning for himself a famous and an hon-
ored name.

The Doctur stayed with the regi.
nent constantly until its Bual dis-
charge; snd during the whole war
the regiment was never fired upon
that he wag not with it to eare for the
wounded. Hizsknowledge of the af-
fairs of the regiment »nd the individ-
ual members of 1t was such that he
knew evervthiog connected with jt—
the name nod individusl history of
every man—and for some veurs after
the war was referred to in sl goubt-

ful wmatters vregarding It hie memory
and jndgment being wonderfuily cor-
rect. Few men who entered the army
from Indiaua can boast of such » bril-
liant record.

The Doctor, since the close of the
war, has remided in tha eltv, and has
scgnired an extenaive practice in med-
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fcine and surgery, In the latter branch
standing at the head of his profes-

sion, A.J. G,
Mnadison, Ind.. Jnve 19, 18582,




