
There a r e  now 4 volumes of Grayson lGewslettcrs, c o m n i l e d  dur inq 
t h e  p a s t  6 years .  A s e t  of  bound volumes o f  these Kzv:si.ette~3 
is on file i n  t h e  genealogy department of t h e  :vewberrj- Zikr3rg 
i n  Chicago, I l l ,  

The work resumes with t h i s  i s sue  after a long vaca t ion  f r o n  t he  
e f f o r t ,  I w i l l  t r y  f o r  q u a r t e r l y  NewsXet tJe rs ,  asswn1.n~ ck!zC; 
you a l l  send good resea rch  mate r i a l s .  Please secd pr~r~l : ,ed  o r  
typed papers,. i3any thanks to a l l  cont r ibukurs  of  gen~&ucy ,  

Thonas PI, Grayson, William E. Grayson p.ge 2, 
Thonas 1~1. Grayson p, 3 0  4. 
Wren Grayson, jr,; Beryl Grayson of Ind, p,. 5, 6, 
James W. Grayson & idkry Jane Graysor, pr 7 
Ben jarnib Grayson, Ss., of  Wilkes co, , TJ .G. p.8. 
First Virginia Graysons pp, 9-14 
Lou5.slzr.a dc Ivilss. Graysons p.15 
1822 w i l l  of Joseph Grayson, Marion c,, T e r n .  p e l t ; , ,  17,18 
Transc r ip t ion  of 1825 l e t t e r  of  E.P. Grayson p,  1 9  
Ts.. of  1845 l e t t e r s o f  Joseph Grayson p,20-22 
Ts.of 1846 l e t t e r s  of E,P, Grayson p, 23- 26 
Ts,  of 1847 l e t t e r  of daF,  Grayson F, 27-29 
Ts, of 1842 l e t t e r  o f  dren Grayson, Jr, p, 30-32 
Ts. of 182b4 l e t t e r  of  Sandford Grayson p ,  33-35 
Orig ina l  letter of idren Grayson, Sr., 1247 po 36-7 
Ts,. of  t h e  1811.7 l e t t e r  p, 38 
Family s h e e t  of Joseph C-rayson, s r , , o f  Msrlon co,, ':era. p,:',g 
Famlly s h e e t  of Benjamin F, Grayson p,  40, 

lkny tlmnks t'o cousins B i l l  and Elsie Clfers o f  Cimttanoopa.,  
Tenn,, f o r  t h e  t r ansc r ip t io r r s  of t h e  letters, 



121 Old Hickory Lane  
Ver sa i l l e s ,  Kentucky 40383 
M a r c h  8, 1982 

R. R. Grayson,  M. D. 
103 West Main S t r ee t  
St. Char les ,  Illinois 60174 

Dear  Cr ,  Grayson: 

I apologize f o r  taking so long to send the payment f o r  the newsle t te rs .  The p a s t  

eighteen months have afforded l i t t l e  t i m e  for  me to spend on genealogy work;  fo r  
me your newslet ters  have been the c lo ses t  thing to  research .  Gn March  15, I will 
be leaving on a fifth business  t r i p  to  Taiwan iri the  pas t  seven months. I 
I st i l l  have been unable to come up with any c lues  a s  to  the  pa ren t s  of m y  ances to r  
Thomas M,  Crayson  , (M could be  f o r  Milton, a s  one son was  named Rufus Milton. ) 
Fami ly  sheets  for  Thorr,as and f o r  each  m a r r i e d  child (3 )  w e r e  published in  Volunie I 
11, ##l, pages  2-6.  See  enclosed new chronological  data shee ts  fo r  Thomas.  I 
don' t  think. t hese  would be of any help to anyone and I ' v e  enclosed them mainly 
fo r  the purpose of your evaluation and any pe r sona l  recommendat ions  you might  
have tirrLe to offer. 

Would you o r  any of m y  fellow subsc r ibe r s  have any information on Will iam E. 
Grayson ? He might possibly be a bro ther  to  Thomas  M.; th i s  Will iam appea r s  
ir, Claiborne Co, Tenn. t a x  r e c o r d s  1&53, 1654 and then William and Thomas  
appear  in 1855, 1856 (All en t r i e s  in C i s t r i c t  # 3 ) .  William i s  a l so  a f requent  I 
entry in the  Claiborne Co. deed books f r o m  1859 through 1868. (No t a x  r e c o r d s  
exist f r o m  1856 to  1865). Recommendations o r  informat ion of any kind would 
be great ly  appreciated.  [ hope th i s  plea  for  help can  find i t s  way into t he  next 
newsletter .  

1 

. Thanks in advance for  publishing my persona l  reques t  and a big thank you for  
continuing in providing such a wonderful s e rv i ce  to  a l l  of u s  in te res ted  in  the  

I 
Grayson Fami ly  History.  I 

Regards  and bes t  wishes ,  

J. Wendell Grayson  

P. S. Has anyone completed ( o r  p resen t ly  working o n )  indexing the  newsle t te rs?  I 



THCMAS M. GRAYSGN 
(Data  compiled by J. Wendell Grayson)  

Nov. E., 1630- Born in  Va.  (Date  f r o m . F a m i l y  Bib1e;state f r o m  1660 & 1660 kensus  
& Sons 1903 m a r r i a g e  ce r t i f i ca te .  ) 

1840- 

J a n  23.. 

Sept. 8., 

June 15, 

Mar.  3, 
Mar.  6, 

Apr. 2 7 ,  

Apr. 15, 
Apr. 14, 

June  . 15, 
Aug. 31, 
July 4 ,  
June 5, 
June  4,  

1850-He probably would not s tand a lone in  1850 census  r e c o r d s  
-Va. Census:  s ea r ched  a l l  counties in  c lo se  p rox imi ty  to Tenn. /Ky. 
bo rde r s -no  n a m e s l a g e  match .  Looked in L e e ,  Wise ,  Scott ,  Russe l l ,  
Dickenson,  Washington,  T a ~ e w e l l ,  Srnyth, Grayson ,  Wythe, C a r r o l l ,  
Pu l a sk i ,  Floyd,  Rotetour t ,  Albemar le ,  Lou i sa ,  P a g e ,  & Loudoun. 
Graysons :  (1) in Smyth,  (4)  in W-ythe, (1) in Albernar le ,  ( 4 )  in  Page .  
-Tenn. Census-no n a m e s l a g e  match .  Grayson  f ami ly  (1) e ach  in  
Hamilton,  Mar ion ,  Henry  Sr Monroe  . 
-N. C. Census :  no n a m e s / a g e  match .  Grayson  f ami l i e s  in  Ruther ford ,  
McDowell and Randolph. 

1853-Claiborne Go. Tenn. T a x  Reco rds  Wm. E. G r a s o n  (L i s t .  #3-400 a. ) 

1854- 1  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  1 1  I  I I  I  I  I  I I  I  I  

1855- I I 
I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I I  I 1  I 

I I I I I I 1 1  I I Thomas  G r a s o n  (Dis t .  # 3 )  

1856- 1 1  1 1  I  I  1 1  I  I  1 1  I  I  I 1  ' I I  

(Tax R e  c o r d s  s t a r t  again 1865- 73) 
1857-Tom m a r r i e d  Chr i s ten ia  Davis-Bk. 3 ,  P a g e  81 Tazwel l ,  C la iborne  Co. 

Tenn. (Chr i s t en i a ,  dau. of Ha rmon  and Eliz.  D e r r a b e r r y  C a v i s  of 
Speedwell,  Tenn.) 

1858-son Isaac Creed  born  Tenn. ( f r o m  Pens ion  R e c o r d s  & 1670 Bel l  Co. Ky. 
Census)  

1660-dau. Roxey Anne bo rn  Tenn.  (Fens ion  Reco rds  & Bell  Co. Census )  
1860-Listed in  Tenn. Census  Claiborne Co. P o s t  Cffice Tazwel l  T h i r d  

Subdivision: T o m ,  Chr i s t ena ,  I s a a c  C. age 2 ,  Roxannah a g e  6/12, 
M a r y  Cay a g e  7 (who is she?  ) 

1862-dau. Vic tor ia  Tennes see  born Tenn. (Pens ion  R e c o r d s  &Be l l  Co. C e n s ~ s )  
1862-Tom enl is ted in 6th Reg ' t . ,  Co. E,  Tenn. Vol.  Inf. 3 Cumber l and  

F o r d  (now Pinev i l l e ) ,  Ky. (Pens ion  Reco rds )  
1865-Tom d ischarged  @ Nashvi l le ,  Tenn. (Pens ion  R e c o r d s )  
1865-Claiborne Co. Tenn. T a x  Reco rds  Thomas  G r a y s o n  (Dist .  #3)  
( E a r l y  p a r t  of 1666 T o m  8; family  moved to Bell  Co. , Ky. ) 

1666- son Ar thu r  She rman  born in Ky. (Pens ion  r e c o r d  & Bell  Go. census)  
1&6&- son F rank l in  W. born in Ky. I I  I I  I I  I  I 1 1  

1b70- son Rufus  Milton born in Ky. I  I  1 1  I  I  I  I  I  I  

1E70-listed in Bell  Co. Ky. c ensus ,  P o s t  Cffice Yellow C r e e k  Cis t .  # 3  
l t 72 - son  George  Washington born In Ky.  (Pens ion  R e c o r d s  8 Bel l  Co. census)  

1874-dali. M a r y  E. born in  Ky. I I I I 1 1  
I 1  

l t 7 6 -  son Jaxnes Mar sha l l  born in Ky.  I I  I I I I I I 



Cec. 25, 

Feb. 26, 

Dec. 22, 

May 20, 

Oct .  21, 
Dec. 14, 

June 4, 
Sept. 1, 

Nov. 1, 

Dec. 26,  

Jan. 14, 

1679-eldest son I saac  C r e e d  m a r .  Lucinda Teague-Bk. #5, page 41 
Tazewell ,  Claiborne Co. T enn. ( they l ived nea r  Clair f ie ld)  

1880-Thomas and family in Bell  Co. Ky. census  F. C. Yellow C r e e k  Cist .  3 
1885-Thomas purchased 150 a c r e s  frorn.James ~ a n b e v e r  (VanBibber) k 

wife Mary  n e a r  Cumberland Gap ( Ky. s ide)  Bk. 4 page 252 Pinevi l le  Ky. 
1585-Thomas purchased additional acreage (50) f r o m  Vanbever 

Bk. 4, page 322 Pinevi l le ,  Ky. 
1889-Thomas filled out declarat ion f o r  Invalid Army Pension;  s ta ted  h e  i s  

"res ident  of Bell Co. and has  been s ince leaving service" .  P. 0. i s  
Cumberland Gap, Claiborne Co. , Tenn.(closer  to  f a r m  than Pinevi l le ,  Ky. 

1890-Thomas filled out another  Pension ques t ionna i re -same P. G. a d d r e s s  
1696-Thomas bought 180 a c r e s  in  G a r r a r d  Co. Ky. -Bk. 14, page 45 

Lancas t e r ,  Ky. 
1B97-above deed "produced" to G a r r a r d  Co. Notary-Bk. 14, page 45. 
1897-Thomas deeded land in Bell Co. & G a r r a r d  Co. to  Chris tenia .  

Bk. 53 page 12 Pinevi l le ,  Ky. ;Bk. 14 page 186 L a n c a s t e r ,  Ky. 
1897-Thomas fi l led out another  Pension quest ionnaire-P.  C. is Cumberland 

Gap, Claiborne Co. ,  Tenn. 
1897-Deed dated Sept. 1, 1897 "producedt '  to  the G a r r a r d  Co. C l e r k  

Bk. 14, page 186 L a n c a s t e r ,  Ky. 
1898-Thomas thrown by a h o r s e  and kil led in  G a r r a r d  Co. Ky. -bur ied  on 

h is  f a r m  in  Flatwoods section of G a r r a r d  Go. ; f a r m  now known as  
the old Ba i rd  place. Headstone is government i s s u e  type. 



- - .- -.--r*. .)r n 

Ily s. .l. It1~'llAl~l)SOrV. - -  - ,-"- . +- 

O~t ty<nn  nnll f n r ~ l ~ l y  lc t l  II ~rlrull  111 111 t l(nr 1~rnl,b1..  p- 
up  a RlJvwnnlcnt clnlm nn t h r  hnnhs nt Snnll rrrr>h, 

of Wf.sll)ort, 011 1an~l thnt \ols In I I V  the  lnqt . . *' fum In Dcratur  c.r,unty, ndlorn~ng Jcnntn,cs i.nuntv on IIII. ~ o u ~ ~ ~ .  ~ I I .  

' '2. .,Grayson lert the South  hrcn~!sc hc was o p p o ~ r t  l o  ~lbt\ t . ly ;lnd foll.. 
. '88w the CornIrlR ot  t l l ~ t  g rea t  s t r u g ~ l e ,  known t o  al; Sout l ;~  rncls  as  1 

: ; *the war br l \ \crn  the  stfites." MI  5. G r a ~ ~ o n  \VRS a L $ ' I I I I A ~ I I ~ o I ~ ,  01 
as famous lanllly of t h a t  name, I:\lnz In Erca lh r t t  cnunt,, ~,..n. ; 

. trrcky. Thew first baby was born on l h a t  n l ~ h t  \\+hen t h r  nldslcr\ F T V  : 
. :b .the ntats iell," which was  Nov. 14, 187.3. '1'111~ planctlr familv r.';?lr 11 
- . a  dozen boyr and ~ i r l s  ~n all, hut ou r  d o r v  has LO cio mnr~ily itrlth t . 1 1 ~  

at tho older bovs, t j r rv l  P. GI  "\son. 
. 1859 I t  wnq frqc?ly ~ ) r ~ d l r . l ~ ~ t  "- - --.- - . - - .- - 

+ ' '  that Clvll M'ar ~ n q  uw.ir*d, arid ~ , I I I ~ :  I ~ I  I I I P  llcld I ~ , I I I I  11 h11 P ~ .  1 
doubly guro ~f Ahraharn I~incoln  ~ , I ~ ~ ( Y I  to 1in1kt1 ! I I O ~ \ I I I ~  L I I R L  " r ~ .  
war elected f-'resldent. Col. Ha- ornoon. A buclrbonrrl xllh ttbo I ' 'petl'rlall Trlpp sent o u t  word t o  )ounn srrldtcrs drove 11;) 10 rhr  j 
vwlous p l n t s  in J e n n ~ n ~ s  county iron; natc arid ns soor1 as they r 
m d  In southern Decatul- countv htld h~tchrcl t h e  tetlm they came : 
that  an jrnportnnt met'tlnn wouid for\varti and asked f 0 1  B ~ I Y I  [ 
h held in the  old Cnurthouse at  Graqsnn AI I  was corlfusio~l In 5 
Vernon to discuss condltlonx and  t l ~ a t  ni.w cnuntry hl>lnP r ~ T i l e  f 
that a compLtnY of h o n ~  ~ u f i r d s  spokesman told him that  thcv 1 1 ~ d  1 
might be 'o rgan l~ fd .  The. Grayson come for h ~ m  as he \ \ C L F  I I S ~ C C I .  L 

boytiBery1. W111, I l ~ ~ u m  and but no d o u h ~  h e  nnulrl bc r x -  t 
John. the fa ther  ~llrllldpd, attend- r u s ~ d  when t h r  ollirlnis lour~(f  c,iit ' 

" ed thlr meetrng and 811 of them. thnt  h~ was ninrrrrd anrl hn,i a 
fncludlng many n ~ ~ g h b ~ l ~ .  signed \ V I ~ P  a n d  t\co bahlns. H(-lrl  i l l \ -  

up for military dilly when called. har~~esscvi the team, ki<,srtt I I I ~  , 
Beryl b Slighted. wife end  bah1c.9 :nod-hb--1 llc. 1 

wife fainted, and a f t r r  stlo ha,i 
When  tbe  f i r l n ~  on F o r t  Sump- r r t ~ v r d  h,? pakr he, fp,\, 

, . t e r  came and President Llncolrl ins t ruct~ons  a b o u t  t h r  work or1 
rdkd for 75,000 volunteers John, t he  farm. The  w h e ~ t  clop ]lad 
Hytum end Will CraSson were  been hRrvested and was In th r  
called a t  oncn. R ~ r v l  eupwted to  granary, t h e  corn was "laid byw BERYL P. GRAYSOS. . be called anv dav. hrlL lo[ >\'lTr 1.r lo!? h r r  t h a t  the n e , ~ h -  ,_ ---- 
reamn he was overlooked-and bols ~ o u ~ d  nt.111 1~1.. . T I  r ( IT  thr- 
naturally sornswliat prrved at the c.rol,- a t ~ d  he  WAS go,-,,'. 120th Ind~nna.  He. cnnlrrtrvl rn me , 
turn of matters. , I \  ,,-,Ill,;: 11,P I l l  t ,  :f 111~ &"L ":I< i $z 

Beryl had 8 jwpplt!par.(, MISS .qclll lo canll, filtrrfoll. .,:II(+ . I I I . ~  . O I I I I ~ ~  ~ I ~ I I I  t t i ~  wnr 1.1. : e. 3 
i , ; Jlne McCammon, a daughter  ot . At Nor! h Vt . rnn~~  !I,. fins 1 , -  I)ol~c3(i 1 1 )  L J ~ .  rny I l i  l)tllrr-111 I : I H  

' 

#a l a t e  j smes  Mccamrnon, who listed ir l  Con11,any E:, 8attl I;ldlann You can tell s~s te l -  'KiV this j 
Uvd on the  opposite bank of voluntrcbr Irltantry, ~ l t h  <:apt, )nu like. 1 taihctl wltll ConfCd- 0 
Sand creek, In Jennlngs county. George W. Kendrlck. T h ~ v  frrst crate s ~ l ~ i i p r  here  In Louisville. M m AS no call to war came these wellt to Camp Morton, Indian- l ie  had bren c~aptured a t  Shlloh 0 - young people decidpd to  get mar- apolis, f a r  a short training pe- and he told me t h a t  he  had be- @ 

rled. They located two miles east nod, and then to hIadison, the i l)n~* to  a comp:lnY under  a 
of Uie parental  home, on a fn rm old town on the r~ re r - f rom thprp "iL1.11. Grayson" u h ( ~  H 11h two 

. khveen Sand crerlc arid Rock In Idouisvrll~. 'J'he X211 r ~ g l m c t l t  \l'rrs \ ~ l * r c  In nn ~ r h n n s ; l r  r'rgl- , b-4 

. 1 ereebthla  farm of late y ~ a r s  Was rnuzl~rtyl ~n Auc. :\I), 1861, 1111 nt 'l'l1c.v ; l r v  untirrr~hlrrllv 16~ln- 4 (3 
1 '  war known as the  ~ ~ R I V I ?  Barnes  nnli Mnrlnn C Il11n10.r \vrlr: t111- 1 1 \ ' \  ~ r l r l  I Iln111~ nc. (11) I I * I I  111t'*'l 

place, and ir just nor lh  of I h r  colonel. W h ~ l e  tlrp \ i t 1 1 0 1 1 4  S I , ~ ~ ( I ~ - T  111 I r < t l l l r S  0 1 1 1 .  . ~ t ~ l t l l ~ ~ ~  1111 tt11111c 

New Bethel Chtrrrh in t'iprcev~lla. u n l l ~  \<ere  g a ( h r r ~ n r :  at ~ .o l l rs~l l l , .  l h r h  \Val 1 ~ 1 1 1  11nt 1a.I Itrll: '1s the 
It wes early sprlna anrl Iouna  R ~ r i l  had t ~ t n e  to w r ~ t r  honlp A Nnlfh  hns Ihr. Incn itlld th0 ',l1l1- 
Grayson set  10 W I I I . ~  nnd i>11\1t R r o w  nf h ~ s  lcttcr follor\s. ~ll lrs.  1 t h ~ n k  \<c Kn 1111 lllc (:llnl- 
new  lo^ barn. ' l ' h ~  prcrrrit~ had Lnulsr~llp,  E ; ~ ,  1x'r I A I I I I  rrvrr from t~rrr .  11)  lnln 3 +h 
each con t r ihu t~d  a h n r s ~  whtl-h Sppt. 5, 18h2. I ;UPI I  Wa air, nil prixrour In ~ r t  &3 
made a t e ~ m  for tllc farnr wnrk. "M) I b a r  IVrlc and B n i ~ r r ~ :  rn10 Ihr  I I R ~  nnd h i k \ ~  ~t over - 
Wheat had b e ~ n  p l ~ r ~ t e d  tlle O ~ P -  "l'llrs I? thr* l ~ r s l  t lnlr  1 ~ I , \ \ < P  Illrn ~c ( . A i l  J ' F ~ L I I  n t o  11llr homec 
V100a fall  and a l n r p  rorntlclld frlulld a r1ianc.r to \ \ r l t r  :,l>u sl1lc.r . i t l ~ l  IIP  \v~l l l  nu!. ntvn ~ ~ n t ' c  nrnfv.  

n 
' -had been p l a n t ~ d .  Ber?l r \ ~ s  11a11- tha t  shorl  nut+- from lntllanel1r)- 1'11 W I I ~ I ~  a s  nl11.11 I I ~  1 car1 atlfl 

py ln his work w h ~ l e  the  H lie was 11s a t  Camp hlor tn~i .  M'c. \ \etl l  ."i)u and fr rends k r v  I!P !oLlr 
busy wlth her  loom, being expert  f rom North Vt~rnon tn Indlart- rouraEe 'LIII this r l u r l  \ \ar  IS 0 

; :', at: yeaving cloth ~ n d  carpets- c polls on t h e  old hfari~son & In- over.' 
' the ne~ghbors,  t he  Barnescs, d l an~po l l s  rx l road  b u t  most or "Yours affectinnut(*ly, 

' ; :~atlhews, hlccnmmnns, Smiths, us only hntl l l n l c a t ~  and hournts 
Rlchardrons, DRVISPI, . T R C ~ S O I I ~ .  to r l r l ~  In At ('JIIII) hlorton 1 l 'hp ahnvc' lcller \v.ku n ~ n r l ~ e d  

- 3  
Cfsrkams, Boirourts, R a k e r s, SAW qurte a few t~,o>-, I knew l ~ u t  "S(lldl.r'ri I d ~ f l ~ . t "  nild cl1rrc.tr.11 to 

.Runten end others, k r p t  Mrs. the  t h ~ ~ l l  \\"a lo 5r.e C;nvr,rnor MI.. Beryl \.lane) Gvnyson, ca re  ' rl-1 2 
,' * Cmymn nlore than busy with the Morton who came our cvvry day of . rart~r\  Mt.(.~rl\nlu!l. Hrc\vers- 

weaving. and a l ~ ~ y s  had a ~ n o t l  \ V O I ~  fljr \ . l I I c , .  I n d .  :in(\ t h ~  ~,c.dngc war, 
5 

. - 
Two Clrlr Born. 

Us. Aaron Bn~cottr t o f  I{or<c.chot. l l d l ~ l  111 T? a x  id I J I  c ~ \ c r ,  poll- 
Bend, n r n r  Cr r c n : i ~ ~ ~ r  ): wrls t111.r t. 1 1 1 ~ 1 ~ t t - 1  

'l'hr X?d \%.I.; a . cr~od 1 0  a 



!$/ ' \n  
- - -- 

paign in en Ten essee and 
Georgia. finally lanrlina the r e ~ I -  
merit near Chattarloog~, where  
they fought with Hooker "ahn:r 

, the clouds." Next tinds the F2tl 
a t  the foot of Mission I ldee. 141-1 P 
they Herr  told lo  srhancc in a 
certain po3it ~nn .  hut ttic nrders 
were not undrrsroorl and the reg!- 
ment swept 11ke an nlalanche up 
the ridge in the  face of the bris- 
tling canon which were soon cap- 
tured and turned on the fleeinff 

-- 

"Governor ot  Indiana." 
The Union Army was In control 

of the I,, r& N. Railroad to LOUIS- 
vlilr and the pass was hol~nred rn 
PVFTY. i~lrtancr. From Lo~llsvlllc 
IN rnlns lo M~dirnn nn a hont, 
ni~ti'tntrn l o  North V~rnort  nn Ihn 
old Madlkan & Indlanapolla Hail- 
I oad. 

Confederwt es. 
Just as the ridge was scaled 

' o n e  of those one-ounce musket 11 \W# 1 cold wlntry day in 
hnllr struck - Bcryl, hcvcring an +W.I'P:, , ' ~ n r ~ h ,  386.1, . ~ , h p n  ; ) I I - ~  

:it,lrr+~ i t 1  :r II-L:, nnrt Iln nrnrly arrlrtd a t s " ~ ~ h * ; V e m o n .  'L'l11: 

hlcd I ~ I  tl(.;tll~ I t t b l c t l t s  11,. :> .\.. 1 . 3 i . t . i .  f .  f\ks-*fij.lnw,  jam^ hfpdnmmnn, 
to a fleld Ilospilal, ills regiment b-$ sen1 .I wit#ot~ ; I I I I I  tt!onl to 
in this assault last 21 killed n n l  NI!:~!? Vhrnon. to meet them. 
72 wounded. Beryl had a serious BLnnkbts and comforln urcrr 
siege before he was able to be ~ l ~ c d  or\ a bed of straw l a  nlnlcc. 
moved when ho with others were the soldier RS comforlablc. RI por- 
rent  to a base hospital at Nash- qlhle, but he saon ronrpl~tii~crl of 
vllle where he stayed during No- the  pain caused by the jolting 
vcmher. December, 1862, and @lnng the rough road of that day. 
Jnnuary nnd Fehrunry. 1864. Hrrc! BY the time he arrived at  the 
he ~ p p a r e n t l y  nrntlo n good re- .McCammon home he a s k 4  to  r r -  
mvcry. - . main; where his wife and tu.0 
Father Gnr* for Son. slirir -were a w a i t l n ~  h ~ s  pnnung. 

IIir father went ahcad the  two 
He that he w'oL1ld be *lIc@ tn hlr own home, Pxprrtlnp 

dlacharpd and sell1 home. It was Beryl to be able to corm on tn 
a protlri day when the corn- f.he.old home in a few days, but 
mandant. in c-harge of the hoapi- It was'not to be. Beryl'a condition 
la1 gave him a hrigllt new unl- I)pcathe .grave; gangrene had set  
Corm with two "V" st,rIprs on the in, and the  happiness of t f l e  rela- 
siceve and R letter from his old ~ ~ V Q S  was turned to sadness a t  
captain (Hendricks) trlling him i1ir:death. H e  was burled in the 
he had been promoted to corporal old Mccammon graveyard on the 
for his work at Mission ridge. high Up on the bankg of 
The old daguerreotype in his new p n d  meek where he had spent 
uniform was takcn that same day tJ hany'happy boyhood days. His 
by a Nashville art gallery. But tohibotone reads: "Died March 14, 
Beryl was never to set. his ray-. 16.84." 
tein or cpmrades wain. Wotd vwg --.X>@~OW dled only eight years 
rent td his fathtnP in Decatur at the'home.of her son James 
~ 6 t y I  telling him that t h e  son Alrnntrong,. two miles south of 

. 'could conle home, but somenne lv$rtport, She Wnn known to 
should come after him. Iiis n~ai-ybolly durlnu (tic rnnr~y yvn1.B 
fnthcr. "Ilncle Wren" Grayson, e, .the war ax "Aut~l JnnE 
~ t l m n r l  ihr  tl ip to far-away 4*?&qlfnnp.'BL Only <me .on 11 
Nashvlllr.. lIr m a n ~ y r d  the  fnre ?<obwt Armntrong, (In the old 
t n  Inrliai~ny~r~lia nnd there laid hi3 llnme p1aCP;buls 3, nut ot  Ntrrth 
rnse h ~ f o r e  G~~Pl 'nnr .  hiorton. \;'inon. A t  Aunt  Jane'% death her 
'The Govc.~rlnr nnid thiit will hc >!st,  rcqutnt .war  that nhs he 
cbnny. Tnking oul. a rninll note- tb1.iet-i by t h s  side ol.Rrry1, her 
I n l t l i  lrnln his pnl'krl, 110 wrol* ,!t:rt saf**theart nnd husband, In 
111 111s r)\vrt hnnrl with nn nrcllnsry Lp .,pld hfcCammon cemetery 
1p1td I I P Y I ~ . I ~  Ill* f n l l n w ~ n ~ :  1 I!ltW,r)f Wvtpo1.t YOU will flnd 

"All rotlrlurl.orn or1 the L. C N.; re:.r~nb6r.sldc by rlde, wlth thonr 
Railtond, nnd all mnr)# ' in:  ~nifi-, ~ . t fu i ' two  h h y  girbrlbIlnnla and 
ana-please prrr Wren, Crayso~y +n)i,,:ncafb p. , . I?. , j P. ' . .\ , .  . , 



I Dr. Richard R. Grayson 
103 W. Main Street 
St. Charles. 111. 60174 

Dear Dr. Grayson: 

10001 E. Lurlene Dr. 
Tucson, AZ 85730 
January 12, 1982 

I recently journeyed to sweet Springs, Missouri, the burial place 
of my great-grandparents, James W. and Mary J. Grayson. Additional 
information learned from their obituaries is as follows: 

Sweet Springs Herald - July 1.7, 1908. James W. Grayson was born 
in Madison County, Virginia, June 16, 1827. He arrived in Saline County, 
Missouri in 1857, married Mary Jane Elder on October 31, 1861. They 
lived on a farm near Fairville until they moved to Sweet Springs in 1885. 
He united with the Christian Church in 1892. He died July 14, 1908. 

Sweet Springs Herald - February 2, 1917 - Mary Jane Grayson was 
born near Richmond, Madison County, Kentucky, March 16, 1843. She was 
the daughter of James A. (or John) and Emily Moore Elder. She was 
survived by two brothers, John A. Elder of Forest Grove, Oregon and 
R. H. Elder of Fargo, Oklahoma. She united with the Christian Church 
at an early age in Miami, Missouri; She died January 26, 1917. 

Is there anyone who can help me find out where in Madison County 
Virginia James W. Grayson was born and who his parents were and any 
additional data on Mary Jane's parents? 

Sincerely, 

Forrest M. Benson 



The Families of 
BENJAMIN G A A Y W N ,  SR. of Wilkes co,, N.Co. 
who entered lend there in 1777 
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