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There are now 4 volumes of Grayson Newsletters, compiled during
the past 6 years. A set of bound volumes of these Nawsletters
1s on file in the genealogy department of the Newberry Litrary
in Chicago, Ill,

The work resumes with this issue after a long vacation from the
effort, I will try for quarterly Newsletters, aszwning thsab
you all send good research materials. Plecase sernd printed or
typed papers. iMany thanks to all contributors of genealogye

CONTENTS:

, Thomas M. Grayson. Willliam E. Grayson rage 2,
Thomas M. Grayson pPe. 3, 4. :
Wren Grayson, jr.; Beryl Grayson of Ind. p.. 55 6
James W. Grayson & lary Jane Grayson p.7
Ben jamiit Grayson, Sr., 0f Wilkes cos, HeGos DeBe
First Virginia Graysons pp. G=14
Louisiena & Miss. Graysons pel5
1822 will of Joseph Grayson, larion c.,. Tenn. pe.16, 17,18
Transcription of 1825 letter of B.F. Grayson pe. 16
TS.. of 1845 lettersol Joseph Grayson p.20-22
Ts,of 1846 letters of B.F. Grayson p, 23- 26
Ts,.. of 1847 letter of B.F. Grayson p. 27=29
Ts, of 1842 letter of Wren Grayson, Jre. p. 30«32
Tse of 1844 letter of Sandford Grayson p.. 33=335
Original letter of Wren Grayson, Sr., 1¢47 pe 36«7
Ts.. of the 1847 letter p., 338
Family sheet of Joseph Grayson, sr.,of Marion co., Tenn, p.320
Family sheet of Benjamin F. Grayson p. 40,

Many thanks to cousins Bill and Elsie Cifers of Chattanooga,
Tenn.,, for the transcriptions of the letters. '

oo Rlchard Grayson
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121 Old Hickory Lane
Versailles, Kentucky 40383
March 8, 1982

R.R. Grayson, M, D.
103 West Main Street
St. Charles, Illinois 60174

Dear Dr, Grayson:

I apologize for taking so long to send the payment for the newsletters. The past
eighteen months have afforded little time for me to spend on genealogy work; for
me your newsletters have been the closest thing to research. On March 15, I will
be leaving on a fifth business trip to Taiwan in the past seven months.

I still have been unable to come up with any clues as to the parents of my ancestor
Thomas M, Grayson , (M could be for Milton, as one son was named Rufus Milton.)
Family sheets for Thomas and for each married child (3) were published in Volume
II, #1, pages 2-6, See enclosed new chronological data sheets for Thomas., I
don't think these would be of any help to anyone and ['ve enclosed them mainly

for the purpose of your evaluation and any personal recommendations you might
have time to offer.

Would you or any of my fellow subscribers have any information on William E.
Grayson ? He might possibly be a brother to Thomas M,; this William appears
in Claiborne Co, Tenn. tax records 16§53, 1§54 and then William and Thomas
appear in 1855, 1856 (All entries in District #3). William is also a frequent
entry in the Claiborne Co. deed books from 1859 through 1868. (No tax records
exist from 1856 to 1865). Recommendations or information of any kind would

be greatly appreciated. [ hope this plea for help can find its way into the next
newsletter,

Thanks in advance for publishing my personal request and a big thank you for
continuing in providing such a wonderful service to all of us interested in the

Grayson Family History.

Regards and best wishes,

K
s, -
AW Al e C %)ﬁm e

J. Wendell Grayson

P.S. Has anyone completed (or presently working on) indexing the newsletters?
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Nov. E&,
Jan 23.,
Sept. 8.,
June 15,
Mar., 3,
Mar, 6,
Apr. 27,
Apr. 15,
Apr, 14,
June . 15,
Aug. 31,
July 4,
June 5,
June 4,

THCMAS M. GRAYSON
(Data compiled by J. Wendell Grayson)

1630- Born in Va. (Date from. Family Bible;state from 1860 & 1680 census
& Sons 1903 marriage certificate,)
1840-

1€50-He probably would not stand alone in 1850 census records
-Va. Census: searched all counties in close proximity to Tenn. /Ky.
borders-no names/age match. Looked in Lee, Wise, Scott, Russell.
Dickenson, Washington, Tazewell, Srnyth, Grayson, Wythe, Carroll,
Pulaski, Floyd, Botetourt, Albemarle, Louisa, Page, & Loudoun.
Graysons: (1) in Smyth, (4) in Wythe, (1) in Albemarle, (4) in Page.
-Tenn. Census-no names/age match. Grayson family (1) each in
Hamilton, Marion, Henry & Monroe .
-N. C. Census: no names/age match. Grayson families in Rutherford,
McDowell and Randolph.
1853-Claiborne Co. Tenn. Tax Records Wm. E. Grason (Dist. #3-400 a.)
1854_ 8] 1 B t 18] 1l 1 1 1" "
1855_ 1 " 1 1" n 1A 1 ] LN 1
: - " n " " n Thomas Grason (Dist. #3)
1856- 1" " 1" " " " 1" 1 ' "
(Tax Records start again 1865-73)
1857-Tom married Christenia Davis-Bk. 3, Page 81 Tazwell, Claiborne Co.
Tenn. (Christenia, dau. of Harmon and Eliz., Derraberry Davis of
Speedwell, Tenn.)
1858-son Isaac Creed born Tenn. (from Pension Records & 1670 Bell Co. Kyv. '
Census)
1660-dau., Roxey Anne born Tenn. (Fension Records & Bell Co. Census)
1860-Listed in Tenn. Census Claiborne Co. Post Cffice Tazwell Third
Subdivision: Tom, Christena, [saac C. age 2, Roxannah age 6/12,
Mary Day age 7 (who is she?)
1862-dau. Victoria Tennessee born Tenn., (Pension Records &Bell Co. Census)
1862-Tom enlisted in 6th Reg't., Co. E, Tenn. Vol. Inf, @ Cumberland
Ford (now Pineville), Ky. (Pension Records)
1865-Tom discharged @ Nashville, Tenn. (Pension Records)
1865-Claiborne Co, Tenn, Tax Records Thomas Grayson (Dist, #3)
(Early part of 1666 Tom & family moved to Bell Co., Ky.)
1666- son Arthur Sherman born in Ky, {(Pension record & Bell Co. census)
1£6€- son Franklin W. born in Ky. " S " " "
l670- son Rufus Milton born in Ky, " " " " "
1670-1listed in Bell Co. Ky. census, Post Cffice Yellow Creek Dist. #3
1¢72-son George Washington born in Ky. (Pension Records & Bell Co. census)
18§74-dau. Mary E. born in Ky. " " " "
1£76-son James Marshall born in Ky, " n " "
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Lec. 25,
Feb., 26,
Dec. 22,
May 20,
Oct. 21,
Dec. 14,
June 4,
Sept. 1,
Nov. 1,
Dec. 25,
Jan. 14,

. Pagle &
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1679-eldest son Isaac Creed mar. Lucinda Teague-Bk. #5,page 41
Tazewell, Claiborne Co, Tenn. (they lived near Clairfield)
18860-Thomas and family in Bell Co. Ky. census F,C. Yellow Creek Dist. 3
18685-Thomas purchased 150 acres from . James Vanbever (VanBibber) &
wife Mary near Cumberland Gap (Ky. side) Bk. 4 page 252 Pineville Ky.
1685-Thomas purchased additional acreage (50) from Vanbever
Bk. 4, page 322 Pineville, Ky.
1869-Thomas filled out declaration for Invalid Army Pension; stated he is
"resident of Bell Co. and has been since leaving service'', P, C. is
Cumberland Gap, Claiborne Co., Tenn.(closer to farm than Pineville, Ky.)
1890-Thomas filled cut another Pension questionnaire-same P. G, address
1896-Thomas bought 180 acres in Garrard Co. Ky, -Bk, 14, page 45
Lancaster, Ky,
1897-above deed '"produced'" to Garrard Co., Notary-Bk. 14, page 45.
1897-Thomas deeded land in Bell Co., &Garrard Co. to Christenia,.
Bk. 53 page 12 Pineville, Ky.;Bk. 14 page 186 Lancaster, Ky.
1897-Thomas filled out another Pension questionnaire-P. C. is Cumberland
Gap, Claiborne Co., Tenn.
1897-Deed dated Sept. 1, 1897 'produced" to the Garrard Co. Clerk
Bk. 14, page 186 Lancaster, Ky.
1898-Thomas thrown by a horse and killed in Garrard Co., Ky. -buried on
his farm in [latwoods section of Garrard Co. ;farm now known as
the old Baird place. Headstone is government issue type.
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:_' + “the war botwceen the states.”
- the famous f{amily of that name,

T that Clvil War was assured, and
doubly suto !f Abraham Lincoin
.was elected President. Col. Ha-
Clgerman Tripp sent out word to
various points in Jennings county

" and in southern Decatur county
that an important meeting would
be held in the old Courthouse at
Vernon to discuss conditions and
that a compuny of home guards
might be ‘organized. The Grayson
boys—Bery), Will, Myrum and
John, the father included, attend-

' ed thls meeting and all of them,
including many neighbors, signed
up for military dutly when called.

Beryl Is Slighted.

When the firing on Fort Sump-
. ter came and President Lincoln
;c8lled for 75,000 volunteers John,
Hy‘rum and Will Grayson were
called at once, Berv] expected to
. be called anv dav, buL lov spme
reason he was overlooked—and
naturally somawhat peeved at the
turn of matters.

Beryl had a sweetheart, Miss
“Jane McCammon, a daughter of
7 ""the -late Jemes McCammon, who

" lived on - the opposite bank of
Sand creek, in Jennings county.
As no call to war came these
young people decided to get mar-
rled. They located two miles east
of the parental] home, on a farm

--between Sand creck and Rock
;7. creek-—-this farm of late years
. was known as the llarve Barnes

place, and is just norlth of the
New Bethel Churrb in Plierceville,
. It was early spring and young
Grayson set 1o work and huilt a
new log barn, ‘The parents had

.. each contributed a horse which

made a team for the farm work,
‘Wheat had been planted the pre-
_vious fall and a large corntield

" -had been planted, Beryl was hap-
py In his work while the wife was
busy with her loom, being expert
at’ weaving cloth and carpets—
and ‘the neighbors, the Barneses,

"_-"~-'z‘Ma.tlhews, MeCammons, Smiths,
*  Rlchardsons, Davises, Jacksons,
""" Clarkaons, Boirourts, Bakers,
«L' . Hunters and others, kept Mrs.

- Qrayson Jore than busy with the
weaving.

. Two Girls Born.

“Beryl had harvested his first
wheat crop, which Amos Little
{nnd his crew of threshermen had

" ‘pronounced the finest of the sea-
;"-‘.,x son. In the meantimes two girl
*£.' bables had arrlved--Annie and
‘.-,‘" ‘Minnle, named for relatlves on
VUL boath mdes of the family. Reryl

\\,.u bugy golug over the 20 acre
‘:’mﬂﬂd J{or the last time, "lu_y-
o) IW,”‘ w1 the term was used, -
4r was over.and water W'u'
4 d,xwm dag. the team before

,-\'z.

. ‘..? farm In Decatur county, adjoining Jennings countv on the south.
Grayson left the South because he was opposed Lo slavery and fores
‘gaw the coming ol that great struggle, known to all Soulkerners as
Mrs,

By 8, J. RICHARUNSON,

(1830 Wren Grayson and family left a stall farm near Memphis,
“w.',['enn., and took up a government claim on the banks ot Sand creek,
three miles due south of Wesiport, on land that was 1o be the Inst

Mr,

: 'Gra‘-son was a Williainson, of
Living in Ereathett county, lvon-

. . tucky, Thelir first baby was born on that night when the oldsiers sav
.~ "the stars fell,” which was Nov, 14, 1833.
‘& dozen boys and gitls in all, hut our story has to do mainly with ene
ot the older bovs, Beryl P. Gravson.
In 1859 it was fraely predicted —re - )

This picneer family roared

oty 1o the field whieh ho ex-
pected Lo linish plowing that al-

ernoon. A buckboard with two
young soldiers drove up to the
front gate and as soon as they

had hitched the team they came

forward and asked for Beryl
Grayson. All was confusion in
that new country home. The

spokesman told him that they had
come for him as he was listed.
but no doubt he would he exe
cused when the officiats lound sut
that he was married and had a
wife and {wo babies, Beryvl un-
harnessed the team, Kissed his
wife and babies zood-hy—-1he
wife fainted, and aflier she had
heen revived he gave her a few
instructions about the work on
the farm. The wheat crop had
been harvested and was in the
granary, the corn was “laid by"
and be {old her that the neigh-
bors would nelp lule <o of the
¢rop--and he was gone,

Sent to Camp Morton,

At North Vernon he was on-
listed in Company E, 83th Indiana
valunteer infantry, with Capt,
George W, Kendrick. They first
went to Camp Morton, Indian-
apolis, for a short training pe-
riod, and then to Madison, the
old town on the river—{rom there
to Louisville., The 824 regiment
was muslered in Aug, 3D 1862,
and Morton C. Hunter was the
colonel, While the various suldier
units were gathering at Louisville
Beryl had time to write home, A
copy of his letter Jollows:

Louisville, Kv.,
Sept. 5, 1862,
“My Dear Wife and Babies:

“This is the first time [ have
found a rhance Lo write you sipee
that short note {rom lidianapo-
lis at Camp Morton, We went
from North Vernon to Indians
apolis on the old Madison & In-
dianapolis railroad. but maost of
us only had flatcars and boxcars
to ride in. At Camp Morton 1
saw quite a few boys I knew but
the thril was lo sce Governor
Morion who came out every day
and always had a gaod word for
us. Aaron Boicourt of Horseshoe
Bend, near Greensbhury;, was there
with his drum, trying hard to
enlist, He sure could beat that
share drum, and Governor Mor-
ton gave him a 55 goldplece afler
he hind bBeat "the longe rol™ m
the Governor's requsst, | doubl
If Aaron getg into the geeviee py
he I very voung and 100 small.

Man With Asplrations,

L "Meivin AL Higrons of Brewesis.
villa wax there and lie had en-
Msted zp a mummn (mcx) in the

e

Rt

B e et S S S 3 T W

BERYL P. GRAYSON,

190th Indiana. He, eonficed in me
by Lediing me that 3f he goo viek
safe and sotumd from the war ke
hoyped be y brother-in-iaw.
You can tell sister 'Kil" this

1o

if

vou like. [ tatked with a Confed- .

erate soldier here

in Louisvilie.

He had been captured at Shiloh :

and he told me that he had be-
longed to a compnny under a
"Maj. Grayson” who wilth two
sons were in
ment, They are undoubtedly rela-
tives and | hope wedonol mweel
i battle, Our soldiers all think
thie war will nnt last Jong as the
North has the men and the supe
plies. I think we go un the Cum-
berjand river from here o join
Luell. We are all anxious lo get
inlo the fray and have it over—
then we can return 1o our homes
aml be witlt our oavn once mote,
'l write as often a8 1 can and
vou and friends keep uwp your
courage ‘till this cruel war is
.over.'
“Yours affectionately,
"BERYL.”

The above' letter wax marked
“Saldier's Letter” and directed Lo
Mis. Beryl diane) Grayson,
af James MeCammuon, Brewers-
ville, Ind., and the postage was
part to Taevid  Brewer,  poste
muaster.

Tuke fart In Battles,

The 8id wned 1o a
hrigade in Ruetls army and et
Louisyille i Octoher, 1862, ‘They
togkk & promitent place in the
buttle ol Stone giver Dee. 30,
IRGZ, and Ian, 1, 1KG3. Alter this
they miarcieat mto Murphieyshoro
with  the  vietarlons army  of
Rovecrans and the follawing June
tonk part it the bhattle of Hane

ver s gijn Then followed R cams-

Was e

an Arkansas regi-

care ’

nog uj s

puy wIot)
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' j - C e -
paign in enltv Ter\%essee and  and \wor' horMymn, & dis-

Georgia, finally landing the regi-: chatied wmindud soldler, over
© ment near Chattanooga, where vqw Jines,

- they fought with Hooker "“above ‘L)LIVFR\P’ MORTON,

. the clouds” Next finds the Rid “Governor ot Indinnn "
at the foot of Mission ridge, Here The Uniony Army was in control
they were told (o advance to a of the 1, & N, Raiiroad to Louis-
certain position, but the orders ville and the pass was honored in
were not undersiood and the regi- every: instance, From Louisville
ment swept like an avalanche up they came ls Madison on a hont,
the ridge in the face of the bris- ami'then te North Vernon on the
1ling canon which were soon cap- old Madlson & Indlanapolia Rall-
tured and turned on the fleeing road.

Confederates. N
T 'Just 8% the ridge wag scaled DBerYl Arrives Home.

“one of those one-ounce musket ~ Ii wax a cold wintry day in
balls struck Beryl, severing an“emi's?, ‘Vlnrch 1861, - when  they
artery in o leg, and he nearly nrru-’ﬂ At Nerth Vernon. 'Uhe
hledd to deth hetore he was tahen § ther .'}n.]uw‘ James M(‘C(\mfﬂf\h‘
to a fleld hospital, tis regiment k~dlsent a wagon and team to
in this assault lost 21 killed and Nos#® Vérnon to meet them,
72 wounded, Beryl had a serious Blankots and  comforis  were
siege before he was able to be placed on a bad of straw to make
moved when he with others were the soldier as comfortable ag pox-
sent to a base hospital at Nash- tihle, but he soon complained of
ville where he stayed during No- the pain cmused by the jolting
vember, December, 1863, and aleng the rough road of that day.
January and February, 1864, Here By the time he arrived at the
he apparently made a good re- .McCammon home he asked to re-
covery. - nilain where his wife and two

, . qirtg .were awaiting his coming.
Father Goes for Son, ’ His father went ahead the two
He was told that he would be: mlpy 14 hig own home, experting
discharged and sent home, It was .Beryl to be able to come nn tn
a proud day when the com- tha.dld home in a few days, but
mandant. in charge of the hospi- it was not to be. Beryl's condition
fal gave him a bright new uni- hecarim grave, gangrene had set
Torm with twoe V" stripes on the in, and the happiness of tfle rela-
siceve and a letter from his old tlva was turned to sadness at
captain (Hendricks) telling him s death. He was buried in the
he had been promoted to corporal old-McCammon graveyard on the
for his work at Mission ridge. I2um, high up en the banks of
The old daguerrcotype in his new fand creek where he had spent
uniform was taken that same day %o many happy boyhood days. His
by & Nashville art gallery. But wh\bstono reads: “Dled March 14,
Beryl was never to see his cap-- 18
tain or comrades again. Word wug _..H!s wldaw dled only elght years
sent td his father in Decatur 2go y at th? home of her son James
counfity, telling him that the son Armstrong, two miles south of

- could come home, but someone Westpart,  She was known to
should come after him. His "vurylwdy durlag the many venix
Jather, *Uncle Wren” Grayson, - the war ax “Aum. Jane
planned  the trip to far-away Atfmtrong'™ Quly one son is ify.
Nashville, He manayged the fare ing Robért Armatrong, on the old '
to Indianapolis and there laid his linme place, ‘Routa 3, aut of Nopth,
cnge  hefore  Governor  Morton. Vidoon, At Aunt Jann«death her
The Governor said that will be st reqtieat ~wax that she bhe
eary, Taking out a small note- 1pried by the side of Beryl, her
baok from his pockel, e wrote ltst sweatheart and husband. In
in his own hand with an ordinary ‘3= .0ld McCammon ctemetery -
lend pencit the following: ' l‘xth« nf Westport you will find

“All conductors on tha L. & N.i. \erravesside by aide, with those -
Railread, and ali roans 'in Indi-} Lth.- iwo bahy glrh“lmnnte and '
ma—-—plnqe pass Wren Guymr\‘ J’»m}q near p ¥ o 1
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10001 E. Lurlene Dr.
Tucson, AZ 85730
January 12, 1932

Dr. Richard R. Grayson
103 W. Main Street
St. Charles, I11. 60174

Dear Dr. Grayson:

I recently journeyed to Sweet Springs, Missouri, the burial place
of my great-grandparents, James W. and Mary J. Grayson. Additional
information learned from their obituaries is as follows:

Sweet Springs Herald - July 17, 1908. James W. Grayson was born
in Madison County, Virginia, June 16, 1827. He arrived in Saline County,
Missouri in 1857, married Mary Jane Elder on October 31, 1861. They
lived on a farm near Fairville until they moved to Sweet Springs in 1885.
He united with the Christian Church in 1892, He died July 14, 1908.

Sweet Springs Herald - February 2, 1917 - Mary Jane Grayson was
born near Richmond, Madison County, Kentucky, March 16, 1843. She was
the daughter of James A, (or John) and Emily Moore Elder. She was
survived by two brothers, John A. Elder of Forest Grove, Oregon and
R. H. Elder of Fargo, Oklahoma. She united with the Christian Church
at an early age in Miami, Missouri, She died January 26, 1917.

Is there anyone who can help me find out where in Madison County
Virginia James W. Grayson was born and who his parents were and any
additional data on Mary Jane's parents?

Sincerely,
L AT
71L%%757’> s
\ Forrest M. Benson
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The Families of
BENJAMIN GRAYSON, SR. of Wilkes coe, N.Co.
who enteﬁed land there in 1777

g adeq

. f | S | ]
John Jesse William Wren Jos;ph Benjaﬁin; Jr.
went to Knox co. Tenn [ to b. 1782 md. Patsy md, Martha
i Honroe co.  Brazealg '
? NeC.. [-Wren'. JI'.'. -Henry ?
? i
| ~John md. - Johry We.. L Joseph, Jjr.
Be njamin Sarah Frlcks
Grayson +Benj. -Benj. Franklin
| - <Thomas -Patsy
md, -Henry
Nancy Hegney . _Mary., { Jane
L ~Joseph
went to Ind, .George. Wo. |_James
“Sandford
L ? James
2 - Nancy
—pem G +Ben jamin' )
- Joseph
— Johmr
+ Henry
+ Wm. B.
- Cynthia

g %y

. ~










































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































