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i s - * Christenia Davis Grayson
"//énwuvﬁja"/“L7AﬂkL”m' Born: April 29,1831 Tenn.

Died: Nov.24,1915 Garrard
Co.,Ky.

(Siganture )F

BofhﬁwNov;B,1830¢N@hginjw¢a
DieéduiFan .14 ;1898 Garrard :Co . Ky iy .

Married:Jan.23,1857
Recorded at Tazewell,Claiborne Co.,Tenn.

Enlisted in Civil War on March 6,1862 at Cumberland Ford,Knox Co.,Ky.
Served in Co"E'",6th Regt.,Tenn. Vol. Inf.as wagoner under Capt.Wm.

‘ : . Ausmus.
Discharged -on -April 27 ;1865 at-Nashville,Tern.

Original picture in possession of John Thomas Grayson 848 North Hayes
Pocatello,Idaho 83201
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GRAYSON GENEALOGY NEWSLELTER
VOLUIIE 2 No. 1. Page 1..

J. Wendell Grayson of Versailles, Ky. has kindly sent the family
sheets on his gr gr grandfather Thomas ll. Grayson and the 3 of his
children who married and had issue,, Isaac Creed Grayson, Rufus iilton
Grayson, and James liarshall Grayson. See the next 5 pages for these
families.. It should be possible to trace the lineage of Thomas I,
Grayson, born in Va. in 1830,. For previous references to this line ses
the last Newsletter, pages 1 and 28, Letter no. 12. The information
on page 1, was supplied by lirs. Hitchell., Is the presence of a George
Washinegton Gravson in the {amily of Thomas . Grayson aclue to the
lineage of Thomas? Seec page 10, Letter no. 11 for the other 5 George
Washington Graysons; maybe one.of these 1s & progenitor,

Many thanks to lirs. H.,J. Snider of Eox 71, Dripping Springs, Texas,

78620 for the 7 pages of Grayson genealogy material in this Newsletter;
see pages 7-13, Something ih these lists will some day intersect with
other data which we all have. The Grayson Geneazlogy hewsletter will serve
as an encyclopedia for any and all Grayscn information. However, pemorands
from readers which analyse the data are most welcome and are furthermonc
interesting to read,

Mrs. Jean lMitchell of Rt 2 RBox 6, Clayton, Ind., 46118, who gave us

3 Grayson-mdmundson family sheets in Newslettr 12 (pl-5) sent another
Grayson-Fdmundson Family sheet from a marriage in Md in 1699. See page
14, Who do you suppoce llary Grayson's husband, Robert Grayson was? Does
any one have a suggestion? Note to llrs. MHitchell: the correspondent
mentioned in Letter 3 page 12 was William Edmudson,. 1710 Van Stone

Dr., Rockford, Ill,, 61111, who I believe heads ‘an zdaonson family assoc=~
iation,. On page 15 I reprint his letter to me of several yecars ago.

O page 16 is part of a letter from larilyn Blank from 1674 regarding
Nancy Grayson=John Edmonson. This supplements the famlly sheet 1n Lettex
no. 12 ag it contains more dates and 1 more child,

A descendant of Nancy Grayson-John Edmonson (Edmondson)in my files 1is
Burton L. Garten, 7224 So, East Street, Indianapolis, Ind., Le227,
Be is looking for the lineage of bancy Graysone

Robert Strobeck , 1824 Amherst Ave., Orlando, Fla., 32804 sent a letter
and Grayson lineage sheets., See pages 17 and following. lir. Strobeck'!s
grandmother was Valeria Amelia Grayson, dau of John Gugle Grayson,

son of John Langdon Grayson,. son of John Robinson Grayson (1779-1821).
On page 19 is my family sheet for the siblings of John Robinson
Grayson,










































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Grayson

page 2 Page 198, | Page 198

and incidents attendant upon those early times, in advenlures with Indians and wild
animals in Sequatchie Valley and upon the cumberland mountains."

Why did Wren Grayson move to Tennessce in 1807? For one thing, the grass looked
greener to a great many people on the frontier at that time. Movement was commnon
then as now, and if we think that the mobile socicty with its future shock began

with the automobile, we should re-read the history of America .. Bledsoe County was
created at the time the Graysons were moving into it, making them among the first
settlers there. The county was formed by an act of the legislature Wov. 20, 1807,
from a part of Roane County and named in honor of Col. Anthony Bledsoe, a Revolution-
ary hero and a judicial and military leader in the formation of the state of Tenn-
essee (1796).

By 1810 the population of this frontier county had grown to over 3,000 with more
than 200 black slaves. Bledsoe was the only county in the Seguatchie Valley zll the
way down to the Alabama Jine until 1817 when Marion County was created at the lower
end of the Valley. By 1820 the population of Bledsoe County was 4,000 with 400
slaves. -

A description of the settlement of Tennescee from a history of that stete sugyests
the method whereby Wren and Betsy with their little two-year-old arrived: “Home-
secekers poured in from the Carolinas, Virginia, Penusylvania, and even New Ingland.
They came with Revoluntionary War land-grants, either earned in service or pur-
chased from veterans or speculators. Many of them came simply as squatters. Theo
old Wilderness road and Avery's Trace were congested with movers during the summer
months - great top-heavy Conestoga wajons drawn by oxen, broad-tired farm wagons
piled high with household geods; and crude slodges with runners of hickory or oak;
befrilled gentlemen astrid blooded horses, rawboned fermers on Lalry plow-nags,
immigrants too poor to afford horse or Ox ploddirg through the dust cleouvds with
their meager belongings and children on their backe = all moving toward the premise
of land in Tenncgsee. Othexr thousands came by keelboats poled up the Cumberland and
menneesce fron the Ohio."

- -

By the time four of their childran had been born, nanely John (1c05), Venry (1eo08),
Wren Jr. (1812), and Joseph (1814), the War of 1812 had come too close foxr Wren to
stay out of it. He traveled 100 miles to Fnoxville at the age of 32 where he en-
listed as a private on Sept. 13th, 18l4. He was in Capt. James Tunnel's company
of the Rast Tennessee militia in the 3rd (gohnson's) regiment.

Wren's obituary mentions that he was at the "Fall of Mobile". This was postibly

Feb. 11lth, 1815. Although the peace had been signed the war was continuing. At

the ond of January, 1815, the British decided to use their defeated New Orlcans

force to salvage something f{rom thelir disastrous expedition. They attacked Fort
Bowyer at the mouth of Mobile Bay. On the night of the 7-8 Feb., 600 British troops
were landed three miles east of Fort Bowyer. It was decided to avoid losses by
erccting batteries in a position to bombard the fort. These werc completed by the
11th, and the American garrison surrendered. The Imericarn garrison consisted of less
than 400 men along with a small number of women and children. :

Before further operations could be carried out, Admiral Cochrane on Feb. 13th
received news of the treaty of Ghent. Operations were suspended in order to await
the news of the ratificaticn of the treaty.
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