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Dear Grayson Genealogists: 8 March 19%;

I seem to have collected the names of at least 12
people seriously interested in all Grayson genealogy.
Therefore it would seem convenient Tfor us to

have a clearing house for Grayson information,

I will start the ball rolling by sending this cirocular
letter, Enclosed please find a copy of a computem
print-out. of certain Graysons which I purchased through-
an:.adim the Genealogical Helper,.

Notice the name Drury Grayson., The clerk of the Superion
Court at Lincolnton, Lincoln county, N.C, recently. wrote:
that the name is Drury Grissom in all records. (Also
Gresom and Grissim,.) These records include a will. and.
5.marrlage bonds. Therefore, there is no Grayson: in:
Jincoln county, N.C, (Corroborated by other letters.)

Questions: Does anyone know the lineage of BenJjamin
Grayson, Franklin:.co., Tenn:.(1820) or of George Grayson.
Orange County, N.C. (1800)7?

Please send me your questions for inclusion in the next:
newsletter. It would be helpful if each:.question is
accompanied by an answer to some one's question
or:a bit of research you may have recently,completeds 1
will. include evrything possible in the next newsletter.

Perhaps we can do this monthly at no cost for the time belngs.

Yours sincerely,

Richard Roland Grayson.M.ﬁ.
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GRAYSON GENEALOGY NEWSLETTER # 2

Mrs. Underwood's letter reply,to Newsletter #l came im
first so I will make gelected comments to her: paper first, In addlte
jon I am enclosing a copy of her letter to all of you because 1t is
80 packed with information that you might needl,

1. For.a pamphlet decoding all the numbers in the compute
er printsout I sent with Letter #1, write to Accelerated Indexing
systems, 3346 So..Orchard Dr; Bountiful, Utah 84010, The print-out:was
for all Graysons in their computer which is only, certain.states for
some censuses 1790-1850, See attached: list,

2..The Fact that John Grayson:who md, Sarah Wigg. 14 Aps 1754
came to S.C,. via West Indiesfrom England is new & welcome informations:
John Grayson died before Dec22 1785 becauses"John Mark Verdier,, EsQe,.
merchant of Beaufort md, Miss Elizabeth Grayson, second dau of Johm
Grayson, Esq. deceased. Thurs., Dec. 22, 1785.," Ref.,: Marriage Notices: in
th S.Cs Gazette, 1732-1801: Salley, Other coh, of John Graysom I have
ares: 1,)William John b, ca. 1755 Vae., Pr:Wm, m& Susannah Green 1787.10.93
2,)Thomas Wigg Graysorr b ca 1757, Va Pr: Wm me Mary H11ll 1794.2.27;
3¢ )Mary Grayson: b, 1764,4,7, me. Michael 0*Bryan 1790, William John
Grayson and wife Susannah Greene b 1777 d 1854.,3.4 Charleston S.C..
had a som, William John Grayson, jre. who was a S.C. congressman, rec'd k
bounty land in 1826, warrant #1179. William John Grayson, 8T Who .
ind. Sarah Wigg died Septie 1797, end was a lt, in the Revol,! Ware

3. There was another Thomas Wigg Grayson,. b,. Beaufort, S.C..
Augr 9, 1808, went to Texas 1835, He had a brother, Ben S. Grayson who.died
wealthyyih San Franclsco 8 July 1849. Thomas Wigg Grayson (B 1808)
mds. Tabitha Edwards in Austin Nows 1844, had 5 childrems Te.WoG. died
in San Antaﬁ}zmﬁ? Aug 1873, WHO WAS THE FATHER OF TOM & BEN?

. . rose Grayson.died Hampshire oty Va 14 Jan 1816 & wife
Sarah who died 30 March»1848; Both had wills, left.estate to Benjamtm
Grayson¢bu.1798—9;1n Hampshire cty Va, enlisted 21 Sep: 1812 in War:of
1812 as private, md,..Mary Fout;NoblyyMts, Heampshirrcty Va 3 May 1827; chs
Luisa Graysom died 27 Aug 1832; Susanah Grayson md William A,. Baker 22
April 1851 who had son: John Franklin Pierce Baker b 3 Now 1852, Benjanmin
Grayson:.d 23 Marchi:1850 New Creek, Hampshire cty, Va; His wife Mary~
be ca, 1805 d. before 4 April 1892 age 87 probably in Washington,
Eashington‘cty. Iowa, WHO WAS THE FATHER OF THE ABOVE AMBROSE GRAYSON?

Early Records of Hampshire cty, Va by Sage & Jones, Wisc, 1939" «es plus
wills of Ambro-e, Sarah, & Thompson, list 10 children of abo Ve Ambrose
& Sarah Grayso. of Hampshico.: Thompson, Catherine, Benjamin, Lydia,

Nancy m, Liller, Ellzabeth m, Liller, Willi
Pelix, and Reuben Grayson, . —- . ans Maria m_fendrickson,



NEWSLETTER #2 Page 2  +¢eeGRAYSON, &

This is part of an integrated index for the population schedules
of the entire 1850 census of Tennessee. It is arranged by head of
household, but the names of all individuals are included within their
respective families, At the end of each family listing the place of
birth of the first two family members is indicated, followed by a
symbol representing the county of residence, the household number,
and the microfilm page number. Except for the use of the letter ""T"
to denote Tennessee, common abbreviations are employed.

A key to the county svmbols appears on the back of this sheet.

LGRASON, David 33, Melissa 33, Mary 12, Fanny 9, Wash- GRAYSON, John 43, Sarah 43, Francis 20, Mary 18,
ington 11, Elvira 6, Tabitha 3, Sarah 3/12, NC Ssc, ~—~John 16, James 15, Elizabeth 14, Jane 12, Henry 10,

Mc-1771-101 Georpe 8, Thomas 7, Zachariah 3, T T, H-430-797
GRASON, Rebecca 48, NC, Jo-30-39 GRAYSON, Pleasant 29, Vartis 21, William 6, Mary 4,
GRASON, William 83, 2nny 76, Synthia 34, Harvy 19, " Berry 2, T Ala, Mr-3-751

Clemantine 17, Joseph 6, John 10/12, Va NC, Mo- GRAYSON, Wm, 36, Nancy 34, Caroline 10, Marion 8,

352-52 "~ Emerilla 6, William 4, Clinton 2, NC NC, Hn-34-611
GRASON, William 24, Sarah 24, Joseph KELLEY 32, Mary GRAYSON, William B, 35, Malinda 41, May 16, John 14,

" J, 25, Jackson 10/12, T T, Mr-166-715 “Wm, H. H, 10, G. W. 3, T T, Mo-342-51 _

The cross index to persons residing in homes where the head of housshold had a
different surname is arranged to be used either with the main index or the
microfilm, The second name en each entry is the name of the head of household,

qw?flzﬁngﬁngg?lgai}{géofrﬁ“ﬁg‘ég%?’ Jo-34+40 GRAY?ON, }fitl);atlo 19, Thomas Eastland, Li-538-288
. - - - TT7 "Joseph’ i -
James W, M. 19, Brazilla Eggers, Jo-34-40 ‘ Martrt:a 70’, ?v};‘;f;aDlg:)z:r‘r's,Mﬁrl-?jz_sﬁs5
. GREAR, David 62, Philip Baty, Fe-127-771
Mandy 8 .
Nenly 8, C. N, Blackmore, Sn-126-415
GREASON, John 43, Thomas Harris, L1-1084-371

(ABOVE ALL FROM BYRON SISTLER & ASSOCIATES.)

Below are names. of GRAYSONS. in the civil war from the Tenn, State:
Library. Unfortunately the librarian did not indlcate the nature
of the list; are they only Tenneseeans? Were they on both sides

in the war? '

GRAYSON, Anderson C.-5gt. Rankin's Co, 2nd

G}_(tﬁmlth'm Cav. 10th Cav
YSON, Charles A.-5gt. E Co. 3 Inf. Ay seph F.-Pvt. F Co. av.
GRAYSON. G. W.-5th Inf, Jith Inf . C*’R‘é‘&l’: Feasant-Sgt. I Co. 10th Inf.
GRAYSON, J.-Pyi. D Co. 3rd Cav. ‘_,ng-_\\.‘;olq' Thomas M.-Pvt, E Co. oth Inf. cd
GRAYSON Jamb: i % Co. 30th a1 GRAYEON, Washingtop-Pvt. 1 €o. 1+ U.S. €.
3. B P¥t, E Co. 37th Inf. e T~ U
GRAYSON, Jetome-Fyt. D Co. 37th inf. .k coN, william-Pyt. E Co. 112 5.8, Cld,
GRAYSON, Jerfome-Pyt. 1D Co. 39th M ("i-.f oitlin inf
GRAYSON. Juhn C.-Pvi, E Co. 37th Inf. GRAVSON, William H.-Cpl. A Ce .+ {05
$ORAYSON, John W.-Capt. E Co. 37th Inf. | HHAVSON, Willism H-Pvl. € U 07 oY
GRAYSON. L. F-Col. 1 Co. dind Tnf. ' .
AYSON, Patrick Henry-3rd Cav, AIRAYBON. j -F e -
GRAYSON. Willlani-Pvt. D Co. 59th A1 GRA\'sgf\":IJ’::d?r‘}f‘?‘% oot L4t
GRAYSON, W. J.-Capt. K Co, 18th Inf. L-Arty, | ) o
GRAY§ON. Wody-Cx, E Co, 317th Inf, RAYSON. James-Pvl, 44th U5 ¢ i
GRAYSON. W..F.-Pvt, D Co, 34th Inf. RAYSON, James W, M.-Lt. Col. § »% ith

Ing. -
G!xlAIYSON. Jerome-Pvt, E Co. 2nd U.8. Cld,
nf. -
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Montgomery
Morgan
Obion
Overton
Perry
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Tipton
VanBuren
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Wayne
Weakley
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March l)-l, 1977

Dear Irr. Grayson,

I was delighted to hear from you again and to learn you have set up a
clearing house for Grayson information, It should be a big help, I haven't
done much Grayson research as I have been trying to get into some order what
information I do have,

I do not fully understand the computer print-out. Are the names those
people are trying to learn more about? What are all the numbers? If the
names are those whom others are trying to learn more about,I can help with
some and have questions to ask about others; I will work on this assumption,

Grayson, Ambrose - Wythe Co,, Va, =
e totsy—tysor—e8-—Tmreh 1807 in Montgomery Go., Va, - he was the
son of William and Rachel Cooley Grayson, William served in the
American Revolution (record established) and died in 1301, Rachel
died after 18);2 as her will was made then. Ambrose and Betsy!'s
children were: Randolph-m, his 1st cousin Cynthia Grayson 25 Apr., 1837
(Wythe Coss Va,)s Henry-bachelor, James W, m. Bmily Steele 21 June 1850
(Wythe Co,, Va,), FolLly m, John Grayson~her lst cousin, %illiam
Grayson's (above) Will is recorded in lNontgomery Co., Va, and also the
will of his widow, Rachel (Cooley) Grayson., I have information
concerning the parents of VWilliam Grayson, his paternal grandparents,
and his great-grandfather Grayson, PLIASE WRITE

Grayson, Beverley RHobinson-Yazoo Co., Mississippi -~ 13th child and son of
Rev, Spence and iary Blizabeth (Vagener) Grayson - emigrated to
Migsissippi in 1802,Adams Co.~ married Mrs Sarah (Chew) Bowie-moved
to Yavoo Co,, Hississippi-iiev, Spence Grayson served in the American
Revolution (record proven), I have much more on thesc Graysons.
PLEASE WRITE

Grayson, dJoel - Madison Coe, Va. - son of William and sleanor (Sanford) (rayson-
born 23 July 1777 Culpeper (in that pard now Madison Co,) Co,, Va,-
died 30 August 1859 in Page Co., Va, - m. Tabitha Finks (b, Peola Mills

in Madison Co., Va, 13 May 1783, died Page Co., Va.(near Iuray) 27 Nov 1863~

CHILDUEN: Andrew F., pleanor, Patricia, flvira, Benjamin F,, William F,
I havq much more on the early and later history of this family,
PLAASE WRITE
Grayson, Rachell, Hontgomery Co., Va, = mother of Ambrose Grayson who married
Detsy Wysor, Sece Ambrose Grayson above, I can give information on
her other children, PLEASH WRITE
Grayson, Robert 0, - Frederick Co., Va, = a, medical doctor (M,D.,) - son of
BenJamin Grayson III and wife Amnn Bronough Grayson - m, (1) Susan
Margaret Peytony (2)Sarah Mason (Cooke) Sclden, dau of Col, John Cooke
and wife Mary Thomson (Mason) Cooke, and widow of Carey Selden -
CHILDREN (by 2nd wiic)-John Cooke (M,I).),Robert (M.D,)-Robert married
.3 4Threlkeld ~ Robert O.'s (Osbourne) father, Benjamin Grayson III was the
e%on of Benjamin Grayson II who was a brother of Spence Grayson who was
the father of Beverley hobinson Grayson (above), I have much more of
this line, PLSASE WRITE
Grayson, William, Madison Co,, Va, - b. 1732 in Spotsylvania Co,, Va,, died in
in tadison Co,, Va, ~ m, bileanor Sanford-CHILDOREN:wWilliam, Thomas,
Judith, Susannah, Mildred (Milly) and Joel (see above), I have much more
on this family some of which conflicts, PLxASHE WhtITH
Grayson, William T, - Yazoo Co,, Mississippi - check Grayson, Beverley Robinson
{above) — should be from same family - Viilliam is a family name,
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7

Today, with Tom Dula’s ballad being sung the world
over, his legend is lively as a cricket here in southwest
Wilkes, ’ ’ :

of the old ballad: .

They mis-spelled Tom's name., He pronounced it as
it it were “Dooley” the way the song has it. But it was
spelied D-U-L-A.

And in the song, they have Tom confessing.

Every man, every woman, every child within a day’s

- walk of Ferguson can tell you the story of Tom Dula.

And each time the tale is told, it varies slightly {rom
the previous telling. ) -

There’s Agreement on One Point

Culling the fiction from the facts is almost as jmpos~
sible as getting beggar lice out of a tweed suit.
But on one part of the Tom Dula story, Ferguson folk
gtand shoulder-to-shoulder and sing in close harmony:
They think the public gallows down Statesville way
had the wrong victim when Tom Dula was hanged.

“Throughout history theré have been many
stories about the eternal triangle. This next one is
about ¢ Mr. Grayson, a beautiful woman and a
condemned man named Tom Dooley, . . .”

A triangle it was. Tom Dula was in it. And there
was a beautiful woman. But Mr. Grayson? He wasn’t
part of the triangle, He didn't get into the story until

" the triangle ‘had -heen -destroyed.
~ Tom Dula was a black-haired, fair-skinned, blue-
eyed man who was too handsome, too skilled at fiddling

" _and too interested in the women folks for his own good.

He wasn't much of a hand to work, and he spent

" ynore time with fiddle and jug than he spent with a plow,
But he was a charmer, and Mrs. George Carter of

" Ferguson, who was brought up on the Dula legend, will
zdmit to you today that, “Tom’s been-a hero to me since

2 I was just-a little girl” e T
Tom, she says as if talking about a man who'd Jeft

that made him smell nice ~ i
He Had Just Returned From War’

“TomM ™ = ¢ ) o

That’s the way they all refer to him nowadays,

“TOm." . ) ' . . .

Tom Dula had just come home from war ‘back in
1865. He'd been with Zeb Vance’s 26th North Carolina
- Regiment. :

The 26th had had it tough at New Bern, at Malvern
Hill and, tinally, at Gettysburg, a
' But Tom came home with a smile on his lips and a

* fiddle at his chin.

He'd promised a lot of pretty girls he’d come back to
" {hem, and come back he did.

Two of his girls were Laura Foster and her first-
cousin, Mrs. Ann Melton,

She'd loved him, but she hadn’t waited.

She was a beauty, Ann was, That's one of the few
details of the legend on which everyone agrees today.

And when Tom came back, Ann started slipping
off from home {0 see him. o :

Then there was Laura Foster. Some say she was

Two things they don’t like about the popular yefsion\ "

Yadkin Valley last week, “always had spices in his shirt

Ann had b%eh a Foster when Tom rode away to war. ‘

T. W. Ferguson at Laura Foster’s grave.

pretty, too. Mrs, Carter refers to her V‘as' “mousy ara

drab.”. - - : . -

Laura was one of Will Foster's girls. She lived six
miles upstream at Barnett Field at the foot of rman
Hill. : L
Tom started seeing a ot of Laura; Ann Melton éidn't
like it, Tom Dula’s more industrious neighbors hzd pre-
dicted trouble for him since he reached manhood. It
was gathering about him, . . .

You get a lot of opinions today about what it was
that put Laura Foster in her grave. . =

Some say she had‘a venereal Gisease and passed. it

" on to Tom. They say he killed her for it,

But most folks nowadays go along- with the theory
advanced by Hill Carter who, like- his mother, has
grown up‘with the legend. LR L .-

Hill’s great-grandfather, Dr. George N. Carter, per-
formed an autopsy on Laura, He said she'was expecting
a baby. . i TR
-~ Whatever ' the -provocation, Laura .Foster saddled
her horse, Belle, before light on a Sunday. moming in
May- back in '65 and rode off downstream towsard the

: Dula “house place.” " ™' -%

" 7'A Mother's Story Is Remembered

(“Cousin Ella” McDowell, now 92, remembers hear-
ing her mother tell about seeing Laura that momirgz.)

i o ————

B S X T

What happened next? Well, the jury appzrently !

believed that it happened the way the world was 1o hear
it in 1858: T T :
* «I met her on the mountain. There I took: her
- life. Met her on the mountain. Stabbed her with
my knife.)” . .

Maybe so. Maybe so.

Laura Foster went up 2 mountain, a macrntzln now
czlled “Laura Ridge.”.She apperently rode up a litue
trout stream that some now call “Reedy Branchk™ and
others call “Laura Creek.” .

Her {father and brothers started hunting {or her in

_a day or so. Later, some of the neighbors joinei ine

search.
t See The Story, Page 8

L R gy

. ———— ——

















































































































































































































































