SPOTSYLVANIA COUNTY RECORDS
by
Willlam Armstrong Crozier

1. WBA, p. 24. Will of John Jamos, dated Jan. 23, 1725, pro-
ven iare 1, 1725-6, Yit, John CGrayson, Stephen 3harp, John Battaille.
Ex, wife Alice James, Charles Taliaferro, Junr. Leg. wife Alice and
daughter Hary, and the child my wife now goes with.

2+ HBA, ps 255, Will of Stephon Sharp, St. George's Parish,
dated Mar, 12, 1735, proven June 3, 1735, Wit, C(eorge Pool, Henry
Chamble. Ex. &lizabeth Sherp. Leg, wife Elizabeth Sharp; mentions
Hoke CGrayson; Mary Jonos; Blizaboth Jamesj John Grayson.

3. WBA, pe 379. Will of Axbrose Grayson, St. George's Parish,
dated Sept. 6, 1742, proven Mar. 6, 1743. Wit. Robert Lovell, George
Nix, Peirce Porry. Ex. brother Benjamin Grayson; my wife Alice Groy-
son; my son John Grayson. lLeg. wife Alice; son Johnj son Ambrose;
mentions other children, but docs not name them,

Le WBA, p. 390. Will of John Spotswood, dated lMay 6, 1756,
mentions land he had bought of Ambrose Grayson,.

_ 5. WoB, pe 236, Suncupative Will of Ambrose Grayson, Yo
Mr. Thos, Grayson, Spots., Aug. 5th 1754. I, Azmbrose Grayson,™ etc.
¥Bills drawn by Col, John Spotswood for 60 pounds ster. be either
sold or remitted home, oxxd the money arising therefrom, together with
my part of my father's estate, be equally divided between my unmare
ried brothers and sisters," 4lt., John Crosse, Lawrence Dully.
Proved Mer. 24 17560 .

6. WBA, pe 55. Jobhn Grayson and G. lichtfoot were securi-
ties on & 1000 pound bond for Jael Johrson as administrator of Rich-
ard Johnson, decessed HNov. 1726,

7. V¥BA. Ambrose Grayson and Thomas Hill were seccuritios on
8 1000 pound bond for Susannch Grayson as administrator of John Graye
son, deceased. March 2, 1735/6,

2. WBA. Alice Grayson sppointed puardian to John and imbrose
Grayson, orphans of Ambrose Crayson with Willioam Cowne and William
Williams securities on 500 pound bond., July 3, 1744.

9, Deed Book A. May 3, 1726. DBenja. Grayson was a witness
to e deed.

10. Doed Book A, Oct. 29, 1726, . John Grayson, Jr., was a
witness to a deed. :

11, Deed Book A« i'ay 2, 1726. B. Grayson was witness to a
deed,

12, Deed Book A. June 3, 1728, DBenjamin Grayson was witneas
to a deed,

13. Deed Book Ae May 7, 1728, Jno. Grayson, Jr. was a wite
neas to a deed,

14. Deed Book A. May 7, 1728. Jno, Grayson, Jr., and Benja.
Grayson were withesses to a deed, :

15« Deed Book A. May 7, 1729, Aunbrose Grayson was witneas
to a deed,
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16. Doed Book A, Auge 5, 1729, Joseph Smith of King and Queen
Co., Gent., to John Rovinson, Fagr., and Avbrose Grayson, Gent., War-
dens of tho Church of dt, George's rarish, in Spts. Co. A purclase of
the Clebe for the Rectors of St. Geo. Pars 22,500 lbs. tob., 544 z. of
land in St, Geo, Par., Spts. Co., on the 5. side, ebout a mile above
the falls of the River Po, & brarch of Tork River., Witnesses: G, fome,
Wm, Johnson, Zachary Taylor. TRoce Augte 5, 1729, Sorah, wife of Joa-
eph Smith, ackrouledged her dower in the above land, eto,

17. Deed Book B, Decs 9, 1729, John Grayson of 5St, Geo. Par.,
Spts. Co., to Ambrose Grayson of same par. and county. 50 pounds gtere
1ing., 200 a.~-part of Deeds formerly purchesed by Jno.Grayson of lm,
Smith of Gloucester, in St. Geo. Par., Gpts. Co. Witnessest Trancis
Tarnley, Herry Ropers, James x Roy. March 3, 1729-30, OSusanrah, wife
of Jno., Grayson, acknowledged her dower, etoc. ’ '

18, Deed Book B, Dece 10, 1729. Ambrose Grayson of St. Geo.
Par., Spts. Co., to Harry Rogers of same par. and county, 20 pounds
ster., 100 a,=-part of pat. granted sd. Grayson, in 1727, in 5%, Geo.
Pars, Spts. Co. VWitnessess John Chew, Zachary Taylor, W Bledsoe.
March 3, 1729-30. Alice, wife of Ambrose Grayson, acknowledged her
dover, atc. '

" 19, Deed Book Be Mapeh 3, 1730, Jne. Crayson, Jre, was a wile

ness,

20, Deed Book B, Dec. 13, 1730, John Grayson, Jr., was & wite
neas, '

21, Deed Book B, MNov. 2, 1731, John Grayson, Jr., wed a wit-
ness,

22, Deed Book B, Jume 6, 1732, Francis Thornton and Yrancis
_Thornton, junr, Sxecutors of the last will and testument of Jemes
Forshale, decds (mée Will Book A.) and of St. Mary's Par,, Carolinre
Coe, to William Grayson of St, Bee's Par., Cumberland Cos, in Great
Dritain. 50 prunds ster., 300 a. in St, Geo. Par., Spis, Cec., purw
chased by Jamea Horsnale of Augustine Smith, ‘itnesaess John Granme,
John Bland, James x Roy. June 6, 1732,

23, Doed Pock B, lMay 1, 1733, Ambrose Grayson of St, Geo., Tar.,
8pts. Co., to Matthiew Gale of CGloster Cos 12 nounds curr., 300 a, in
St, Geo. Par., Spts, Co. Witneases: Thomas 1111, G. liome, Francls Turn-
ley. Hay 1, 1733. Alice, wife of Ambrose Grayson, acknowladged her
dower, etc, '

24. Deed Bock C. July &/, 1737, Thomns Grayson of Deal, in
Kent, eldeat son of John Grayson of Spts, Co., colony of Va., lately
deceaged, to Thomas Turrer of King George Co., Va., Gant, 250 pounds
ster, 500 a., lying in the colony of Va., in Spts, Co., near the falla
. of the Pappk., %iver and near adjoining the lunds of Francis Tallaferro
and Mann Page, Bagr., decd. Witnessess James Hume, John Craham, Jobn
Honeure, Ignata Somacs, Petor Sirms, Henry Doraldson, John Bean. July
4, 1738, _ :
! 25, Deed Book D. Oct. 2, 1750, John Grayson of St. Yark's Far.,
Culpeper Co., and Burbary, his wife, to Martin True of St. Geoe Par,,
Spts. Cos. 20 pounds curr. 331 a. in Spis. Co. MWitneasess Robort lud-
dleston, John x Zlson. Octr. 2, 1750.

26, Deed Book E. Oete. 1, 1751, Jehn Grayson end Barbars, his
wife, of Culpeper Co., to Alexander Hawkins and Zenjamin Martin of Spta,
Co. 103 pounds curr. 245 a, in St, Geo. Par., Sptas Co. litnessess
Jno. Battaley, Hob. Ducley, flebard Blenton. Octe 1, 1751,
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27. Dced Book D. Sept. 28, 1750, VWilllam Grayson witnessed a
Power of Attorney.

28, Deed Dook D, Juns 3, 1702, James Stevens of Ste Gsce Dave,
Spts, Co., cvlanter, ard Alice, his wife, late Telict and leratee of An=
‘EEQ%;}9595339_£E£§I§92?);ﬂIH{EMET_Pa?Z and county afsd., Flanter, Decd.,
to Thomas Turner of same Par. and county, Gentl. 35 pourds curr. Deed
of lease, The:plantation whercon the sd. imbrose dwelt and 200 a. in the
par, and county afsd. Witnesses, Thomas Macredie, John Dent, George
James, Richerd x Turnley. Augt. 4, 1752, :

29, Deed Book E. June 24, 1753. Thomas Turper of King Geo., Co.,
Gent,, and Thomas Turner, the younger, of Spits. Co., Gent., and ¥ary,
his wife, to Francis Taliaferro of Spts., Cos, Gent.s 1150 pounds ster.
500 a., in Spts, Co., near adjoining the sd. Taliaferro, part of s tract
sold by Wm, Smith, late of Abingdon Par., Gloucester Co., unto John Graye=
son, late of Clrist Church Par,, Lancaster Co., Decd., as by deeds, in
General Court, April 22, 1714, which sd. land descended to Thomsa Gray-
son, late of Deal, in Kent Co., in Great Britain, from his father, the
sd. Jobh ,_Decd., who died intestate, and was by the ad. Thomas
Grayson corveyed to the sd., Thomas Turner of King Ceo. Co., Gert., as by
Deods, Jany. 27, 1727. Witnesses, Rd. Brooke, Edward Dixon, James Tutt,
Rob%, Brooke, jr.; Hy. Brooke, jr.; John Catlett, lawrence Tallaferro.
July 3, 1753 .

30. Deed Boock E, July 2, 1754, Martin x True of St. Geo, Pare,
Spts, Co., and Sarah, his wife, to James Ball of Christ Church Par.,
Lancester Co., Gent, 35 pounds curr. 331 &, oh Massaponnax Swamp, in
Spts, Co., conveyed by John Grayson ap b _his wife, to sd. True,
as by indenture dated Oct. 2, 1750. Witnesses, John Ballandine, James
Pollard, Jas, Clendining, July 2, 1754.

31, Deed Bock G.  Sept. 4, 1766, Willigm Grayson of Spts. Co.
to Henry Allison of Whitehaven, Mercht., 13 pounds 7s. 10d. ourr.
Mortrage. Goods and Chattels. Witnesses, John Battaley, Hudson Muse.
Feby. 4y 1767, ' :

32, Deed Book H. Sept, 28, 1771, William Greyson witnessed a
decd of gift. T

33, Deed Book K. Aug. 23, 1782, Ben}. CGrayson was a witness
to a deed by Pater Marye of Culpeper Co. B T

' GRAYSON FAMILY OF VIRGINIA

NOTE: The following is a report from George Harrison Sanford
King, certified Genealogist of Fredericksburg, Va., to Dorothy Ford
. Wulfeck in 1969, Mr. Xing unquestionably has done more research on
‘and anzlysis of the Grayson family than anyone,.

It appears from the Lancaster County, Virginia records, John
Grayson was living in that county shortly after 1700. The nametmm——
been spelt Grayson, Grasson, Graison, Grasison, and apparently even
Greshames This report is not an exhaustive study of all these records,
but to ascertain tre parentage of William Crayson (1732-1829) of Spotsyle
vania and Albemarle Countiea, Virpinla. '

leet Austracts of lancagter Co, Va, Wills 1653-1800, pe 123,
cites from WB#10, p. 41 the will of Andrew Jackson (16 -1710’, ninistor
of Christ Church Parish by which, among other things, he bequeathed




land to Jumes Jackson, his brother, then in Ireland,

Horthern Neck Grant Dook #3, p. 30 = 2 June, 1704. Lord Prow
nrh-'fmr- af Northern Nepl srantas Apdrey Jaolaon Q08 pares in Richmand
Cos adjoining John Waugh ard James Innes,

wo’ pe 35 = 29 Jllly’ 704';. Same to Same, 1238 acras at
the mouth of Deep Run about 12 miles above the [alls of the Rappahane
nock River in the County of Richmond.

(Thias land, then in Richmond County fell in King

George County upon its formation, 1721, into Stafe
Tord County in 1777 upon a complex alteration of
the boundary lines hetween the last tuo mentioned
counties and Deep Run is now the dividing line bew
tween Stafford and Fauquier counties on the Raup=
pabannock watershed,)

Richmord County D376, p. 241 = 7 July, 1714, John Sloss (or
Slose) of Town of Delfast, Iroland, ctief agent, manager and factor
for James Jackson of the sume nlace, dgeds to John Grayson, Cent., of
Christ Church Parish, Lancaster Co., Va., For 100 pounds, 908 acres
per & survey by’ Jaﬂea Ipnis, sald land being a patent to Andrew Jacke
son, Clerk, late of Lancuster Co., Va., deceased, dated 2 June, 1704;
also 2146 neres on Deep Run same being also a patent to Andrew Jackson,
Clerk, deceased, dated 29 July, 1704 which said land was by Andrew
Jackson, Clerk, decessed, by hia last will and Testument yiven to James
Jackaon aforementicned who was his brother and heir-gt-law.

{This put John Grayson, Gent. of Lancaster County

in possessiﬁﬁ‘ﬁfr:733§y handsome landed estate in

Richmond County about 12 miles above the falls of
the Rappahannock River and which was to become a
part of the county of King George upon its formge
tion a few years later,)

King George County DB#1, p. 24 - 3 November, 1721. John Grayson,
planter and Susanna, his wife, of Spotsylvania County sell to William
Pattishall of Mlddlesex County, 903 acres of land lyin upon Gravilly
Run and being the same purchased from John Sloge and being a patent to
Mr, Andrew Jackson, late of Lancaster County, deceased, dated 2 Juns,
1704 It i3 stated the land lies about twelve miles above the falls
of the Rappahannock River between Deep and Richland Run,

King George County DB A-1, p. 3 = 4 February, 1729, John Gray-
son, Gent,, and Susanna, his wife, of Spotsylvania County to Thomas
Turner, 619 acres in Hanover Parish being part of 1232 acres of lard
originally granted by the proprietors of the Northern Neck of Virginia
on 29 July, 1704 to Andrew Jackson of Lancaster County and lying upon

and botween the Deep and Richland Run same being now the fee simple es-

tate of the said Qgﬁg}gggyson.

Ibid., pe 132 = 6 May, 1731, Jghn Grayson, Gent., of Spotsyle
vania County to Joseph Strother of King George County, 619 acres being
the lower half of 1238 geres firat granted by the Froprictor of the
Northern Neck to Andrew Jackson of Lancaster County opn 29 July, 1704
and now the fee simply property of the grantor. The land is said to
lie betweoen Jeap and Richland Runs ard to be about twelve milos above
the falls of the Ranpvahannock River, (Here the town of Yalmouth had
beon laid out in 1727, Susanma Crayson signed this deed by mark.)
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By these three decds of 1721, 1729 and 1731, John Grayson, Gent.,
now established ih Spotsylvania County on the opposita side of the
Rappahannock River a few miles below the town of Frederickaburg, con-
veyed all his land holdinps on the north side of the Rappahannock River,

The 1737 map of the Northern iHeck of Virginia made at the in-
aistence of Lord Tairfax shortly after he arrlved in Virginia shows
various plantetions along the Potomae and Rappahannock Rivers end aboutb
five milea below Frederickaburg GRAYSOY and just below and adjoinirg
NEW POST (well known nlantation of Gov. Alexander Spotswood; 1670—1740)
lying at the mouth of Massavonnax (Nasaaoonnux, Nassaponuks &c) Creek,
This creek 1s shown on present day maps as well as NEW POST which 1s at
the intersection of Route #17 (to Tappahannock) and Route #2 (to Bowling
Green ~ Richmond)., Virginia State Library can furnish a photostat copy
of this map. '

As client has Crozier: Sootsylvanis Co., Va. Records 1720-1800
this report will not duplicate the material therein. The Kinpg Georye
Co. deed of 1721 shous that John Grayson {16 _ -1735/6) was established
in Spotsylvania County when sume was formed and C:111 shows that John
Grayson purchased at least some of his land frem Villiem Smith of Glou-
cester County. As this land lay upon Massaponnax Creek, the deed from
Villiam Smith to John Orayson should bs of record in Easex Co., Va. as
this portion of Spotsylvania County was formed from Essex. It is also
possible that John Grayson may have gotton Crown grant(s) for land in
Spotsylvania County area.

I have checked the oripinsl recordings against the Crozier abe
gtracts as these are not definitive by any means in an effort to plck
up anything salient omitted and I will give the reference in case photo-
stats are desired from Virginia State Library.

Will Book "A", p. 2678 = 2 March 1735/61 Bond of Susanna
Crayson as administatrix of John Grayson, deceased, with Ambrose Gray~
son and Thomas Hill, securities, T

pe 270-1 Inventory of John Gr y deceased, 31 Mhrch! 1736,

and chattelas.
Will Book "B", p. 286. Will of Ambrose Craysen (Jr.) pot mep-

Ldoned by Crozier

To ¥r. Thomas Grayson ot e
o Spotsylvania
August Sth( 1754
I Ambrose G perfect mind and memory do
- dispoae of my estate as followeth, vig? my will and
desire is that these Bills Drawn by Col. John Spots-
wood for 60 pounds Sterling be either sold or remit-
ted home and the money arising therefronr torether
with my part of my Father's eatate be equally divided
between ry unzarried Brothers and Sisters.
Ambrose Grayson
Tegtet John Crosse —_—
Lawrence Dully
John Crosse apsd 21 makes his depoaition To: the said
will and same recorded 2 tarch 1756.
pa 30.. Bond Pcbert Jackson, 4 Novermber 1756, as executor of
Ambrose Crayson, decemsed, (Crozier omits all eyecutor 8 bords so










"Hlgforical Repister of Virginians in the Revolutions Soldiers,
Saflors, Marines, 1775=1723" by John H. Gunthmey, 1938,

A e

Crayson, Robert, Pvt. WD. Of Spotsylvanis, BE.
Grayson, Spence, Chaplain Grayson's Reg., May 1777; retired

Ape. 22, 17795 died 1793,

Grayson, Thomas, 3 CL.

Grayson, William, Assistant Jecretary to General Washington
June 21, 1776: Lieut. Colonal and Aide-de=Camp to General Washinge
- tod fuge 24, 17765 Colorel one of the slxteen Additioral Regimerts

“Jan. 11, 1777; retired Apr. 22, 1779; Commissioner of the Doard

of War Dec. 7, 1779; resigned Sept. 10, 1781; died March 12,
1790. Awarded 6,666 and 926 acres.,

Grayason, Willium, Baptain, Albemarle Mil,

WD War Department has bis record

‘Mil, Virginig Mlitia

E. - Iiated by Eckenrode

3.CL. 3rd Regiment of the Continental Line

"Hotory of the Lower Shenandoah Valley": Counties of Frederick,
Berkeley, Jefferson and Clarkej edited by J.E. Norris. 1890.

WM, ¥, Hutchinson, surgeon dentist, was born in Pege
county, Va., 1856, son of Fhilip and Clarinda Amn lHatchinson, "
. His mother was the daughter of Col., A. F. Grayson, lieutepante .= -

colonel of the Finety-seventh Regiment of the lins in the Sevencir
Brigade, Third Divicion of Virginia M14i%in, being cormissioned
lisutenant—colonel Fay 1, 1852; vas over sixty at the bresking out
of the ¥Wer, but went as volunteer; was divisioneadjutant for some
time until captured one nipht while on lcave of sbsence at his
houe near Marksville, Page Cos., Va., by the Federals. Ha then
withdrew from the Army.

"Historical Southern Families,” Vel, JX by John Bennett Boddie,

1965,
: Robert Black Deveny wes b. 4/14/1773, in Rutherford

Coey M€, 1o evidently m. Sussansh Cragyson who was listed in
 Adron Deveny's Bible record a3 b. 5/25/1777. In the 1810 Cersus

of Rutherford.Co., N¢C., Joseph Graygon and his wife were listed,
both over age 45, ard in €the 1820 Census, Joseph Grayson and B
Benjamin Grayson, both age 26 « 45 were listed. Sussansh was
probably the dau. of the cldar .Joseph-Graynon, as this was the
nene of one of hor soms, and the sister of the younger Joseph
and Benjanin Grayson, as the name Benjamin was also introduced
into the Daverny lamily. Robert Deveny appeara to have left
Rutherford Co., by 1310, but he was still 1living in N.C. in 1818
when hic son, Robort Black Deveny, Jr., was born. Robart Deveny
had the following children: Jane, me & Brackety Wwilliem; Jenkingsg
Josoph G., in Rutherford Co., in 1840; Benjamin, in Rutherford Co.,
in 1840 axd 1850; Asron Je.j Sarah, m. a Prust; Robert Black
mww. Jr', b, 12/25/1818, in Noc.’ (Of vhon latel'). Robert
Deveny, Sr., vas a planter and he d. before 1854, &4 list of his































