“THE SPIRIT OF 1864.”

(AP by DIANA ¢ T} EGTHENT.

EN PN

Fhree Months' Campaign

IN WESTERN VIRGINIA.

FULL OF HUMOR AND ORIGINALLTY, DEFICTING BATTLES, SKIRMISLES,
FONRCED MARCIIES, INCIDENTS IN CAMP LI¥E, Etc.,, WITH TITE
NAMES OF EVERY OFFICER AND.PRIVATE IN THE
SIXTII REGIMENT,

BY A. J. GRAYSON.

C




4 INSTORY OF THE SIXTH INDIANA REGIMENT.
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Every citizen of Madison remembers the exciting scenes
in front of the Courier printing office when the above start-
ling dispatch flashed over the telegraph wires and was bulle.
tined at that oflice. Similar scenes no doubt transpired in
other cities and towns in Indiana at the breaking out of the
Great Rebellion.  All was excitement! Men crowded West
street from Main Cross {o Second street, anxious to learn all
the particulars. In the heat of excitement many old friends
and aequaintances had angry words, alinost leading to blows.
Some heing fired up through “devotion to the old flag”; others
through “sympathy for the rebels.” T will not recall any of
those incidents, so fresh to the memory of old citizens, but
pass them by, and, in the language of a great statesman,
»Let by-gones be hy.gones,”

PRESIDENT LINCOLN CALLS FOR VOLUNTEERR,

Jerry Sullivan was the first citizen of Madison to respond
to I'resident Lincoln’s proclamation ealling for 75,000 vol-
nnteers, lle attended Sabbath School at the Second Pres-
hyterian Church on Sunday, April 14,1861, where he taught a
class, and bade s scholars good-bye, telling them that he
was going to the war, and assist in putting down the wicked
rebellion.  Monday norning, April 15th, Jerry showed his
colors by unfurling the “Stars and Stripes” from a window at
the old Columbian Ilall, and announcing his determination
to raise a company. Volunteering was brisk, and name after
name was added to his roll.  On Tuesday night, April 16th,
he announced that his company was more than full, and
he would start with it for Indianapolis the following day.
The volunteers rejoiced to learn that they were to start for
“the front™” so soon, and put in the intervening time at home
in quite a “lively” manner. On Wednesday moming, April
13th, we were each presented by Capt. Sullivan with a black
»glazed™ cap, to appear more in uniform, which pretty well
cleaned out tfat style of cap in Madison,
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13 HISTORY OF THE BIXTH INDIANA REGIMENT.

On the Tth day of June, Company A, Capt. Baldwin, was
detached and sent to Webster, which post was still under
command of Lient. Col. P’rather, and Major Gerber was sent
to Phillippi to command the detachment from the Sixth
(Companies B, C and D) already there on duty.

While the regiment lay in Camp Madison a financial erisis
came upon us. The stringency of the money market was
perceptibly felt by all. No money to bet at the “chuck-a-
luek” bank, which was closed. Something had to be done
to relieve us, or we could not see through. Gov. Morton
was notified of our condition, and he there inaugurated the
best plan for relief yet brought to light. The Governor
simply went to the Indianapolis bankers and told them he
wanted to borrow some money for the boys, They shelled
out to him, .and the Governor sent us all five dollars apiece,
which amount was deducted from our pay at the final settle-
ment. “Business” revived immediately, and all day long and
until “taps, lights out,” the rattle of the dice in the “chuck-a-
luck” box was heard in the land.

Here our pantaloons rapidly grew threadbare. Our short
roundabout wouldn't cover worth a cent, and, as the school
boys would say, there was «a letter in the postoffice” for
many of the soldiers when they went on dress parade.
“ Patch! patch! patch!” was (he order when not upon the
“tramp! tramp! tramp!®

On the 19th of June there were such reports as justified
Col. Crittenden in believing that the enemy would attack us
that evening, We were reinforced by Company A (Captain
Hays) of Second W, Va, regiment, and every preparation
necessary was made to give the rebels a warm reception,
We laid on our arms all that night, but the enemy failed to
put in an appearance.

This was a great place for snakes—rattlesnakes, too. We
could smell them—like a cucumber patch. The soldiers,
when on guard in the woods back of camp, got upon logs or
stumps to keep from being snake.bit. :
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