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Dear Leon,
Thank you s¢o puch for all the Grayson inforaation,

Encloaed in this letier are my articles of Wren Grayson,

the proven material on my line,

I will now go through your letter minutoly and attempt
to synfjhesipe some random datad You say that you go
back to a Thomhs Graysen born in Va, in 177C but
you have no racord of hin father, Here are gome factni
Wme Grayson, jre, be 1732 married finne Sulth, was a Cuplhs
in the revolution, diled age 3} }n 1829 in Albemarlo ¢ob
His children verc John, ghgggifﬁnartha, Elinaboth (me Joos
Sutherland), Susan {m, Isnac Voad ist, __Tonmlin 2ndj, &
Josoph Graynon (n, Rhoda Vhite) who dled 1867: theldr chy
wore Thoras (m, Mary Jones), Anno, Frances, Elizaboth,
John, & Willlem, A Thomas Grayson on 11 July 1788 mavrdied
Jenny Field, spinster, in Altemarle county, Va. Vas the
Thomaﬁfabovc, son of Willlam, Jr., your Thouas?

The Father of the Willia@ Grayaon above 1s probabls
William Grayson of Cumberland county, Gredt Britain vho
bought land in Va, in 1732, moved to Albeuarle counby

in 1767 (%)s He might havs been a brother te Benjamln,




Paga 2

“Anbrose, Thomas, John, jr., Mary, and Ellzabeth, Thelr father

wag definitely John Grayson, Sr. who married Susannah and whogo
1gt% deed 18 recorded 22 April 1714, His son, John Grayson

Jre, of Lancaster county marriedxRurxwgs Barbary ' No chlldren
are knowna

When and if I connoct my line with one of these I shall
ask you for proofs and you can do likewise , but at present I
will surmarise moastly.

Tho Benjamin , son of the lst Ambrose , could be the Benjumin
of Wilkes county. What do you have cn this Benjamin? Wh& do you
think he was a son of Ambrose, Sre?

| The 5 sona of Benjamin of Wilkes county are probtably
1s Wren, bo 1782 (my ancestor) 24, Joseph who wont to Knox county
Tenn, then Bledsocd then Marion county 3, Jogssge Graysgon
4, John Graygon 5, Williom or Benjamiho I am at pregent Invashl gl
ing this line, ‘

I notice you say Willlam Grayson, b, 1732 Spto, co marrlied
Elecanor Sanford and had & differcnt 1ist of Ghilaren frem tho
1iat I gave on page 1; Tha nase Sanford might be important be—
caé? pen Graynon Sre. named one of his cons Sanford, This nuoi
be a diffcrent William fomilycoo.porhapa the "Billoy” who wag
a son of WilliadgGrayaon (a, 1801) znd Rachel Coole§5 I think
This Willi&ﬁfwaa a son of Anbrogslat because he gleo hid a son
Ambrese, However, you have this fanily as the gon of B Johw
and Barbara Grayson, Do you have proof? That John Grayaon
must be the # son of John sre., m. Barabnirye

Are you awarg of the Themas Grayson of Goochland county, Vo
born May 2 , 1756 to Jaemes Grayson and Elicaboeth Willicms? £01

(Tyler's, p, 187, vol?),




Page Be
On Page 1 of your letier you say your lineage goea 1o
Thomas Grayson be 1770, but on pe. 2 of the mimeopraphed sectlion
you say that John Gpayson b, 1770 1s your dircct anceslors
Perhaps the latter 1s your & older theory, or copied from &
correspondcont,.

I am enclosing my summary of facte and theories on all
Ambrose Graysons which I prepared last month, All this geis
g0 complicated I think I'11 buy an I,B.l. 360 to dlgest it.

Please keep corresponding so we can get our
computers working togother,

Cordially yours,

D S -'~’C'\, o ). a’ e “;.0--"-—-\___.-_-.....__
Diek Grayasn| .

—




LEON E. BROOKS
P. 0. BOX 7392
. SHREVEPORT, LOUISIANA 71107

April 5, 1974

Richard R, Grayson, M.D,
103 Vest Main St.
$t. Charles, Illinois

Dear Dr, Grayson:

I have researched the Grayscn family for several years,
My immediate lineage is traced to a Thomas Grayson who
was born in 1770 supposedly (tradition) in Virginia then
appears in Kentucky (Logan and Christian Co.). From 1795
on I have all of Thomas's information on both him and

his discendants, This includes a copy of his marriage
liscense and his family Bible with all of his 13
children's birth's recorded, I am a part owner (1/8)

of his family home in Louisiana built in 1836,

I have no record of his father or mother although one
source several years ago said his father was probably
Edward or Edwin. I have about ruled this out.

I will now just set down some thoughts and information

in a rambling sort of way and would appreciate any
corrections, additions or comments you may have regarding
any of the following:

I strongly believe that all of the Graysons that trace
to the 1700's are related in some way, This seams to
be born out by the occurrence of the same names in
different branches of the family.

The first Grayson that I have found reference to was
William Grayson_ age 20 in 1635. He immigrated to
Virginia on the ship "Safety" as listed in Holten's
"List of Immigrants to America". I have no other
reference to this William,

The next documented Grayson reference is to Richard

Grayson - Eliz, Co, Va. in-a 1642 land grant.
i, rr—




The next which I consider very significant for several
reasons 1is in 1687 where the records of Christ Church
Middlesex Co, Va., record the birth of a son Charles

to Thomas and Mary Grayson,

Middlesex County, Va, is directly across the bay fron
Lancaster Co. where Grayson's played a prominent part
in "Christ Church" Parish from 1700-1716, Also, the

name Thomas recurs often in this area after this time.

At this point in time (1700-1740) there is some controversy
as to lineage. I will briefly set out two prevailing
schools of thought.

One (with which I disagree) is that three brothers and

one sister landed at Christ Church Parish, Lancaster

Co.y Va, in July 1695, They were Benjamin, John, Ambrose,
and Mary Grayson, Benjamin settled 1in Prince Willlams
5BTT"V§TTﬂ§E%Ie John and Ambrose settled in Spotsylvania
Co., Va., Mary married a Mr, Harrison. From the information

I can find and T will admit it is not sufficiently
documented I hbelieve that John was the father of this

Benjamin _and Ambrose, The lineage would be. :

John Grayson ~ born in England d. Va., - 1735 -~ Spotsylvania
Co.,, Va. M, Susannah, —““

His estate account only lists two children, Thomas and
John, Jr, This of course is not unusual when the eldest
son named. Since Thomas, the eldest, was not with the
rest of the family in America, the next eldest, John Jr,
was named, At the time of his death Thomas was living

in England and it is possible he was born there and did
not immigrate with his family in 1685,

l., Thomas - Eldest living in Deal of Kent England
in 1737. There was a Thomas in Spotts, Co., Va.
1754 which could be this Thomas, his son, or a
nephew,

2, John, Jr. - In the colonial Militia in 1729.
Was a justice of the peace aleng with his father
in 1729 at St, George Parish, (No other family
of John, Jr, is known by me,)




3. Ambrose - b. England 1680 - D, Spots Co., Va.
Sept., 6, 1742, Married Alice Y. was a St. George
Parish Warden in 1733. His brother Benjamin was
the Executor of his Estate., He lists a son
John and a son Ambrose, Mentions other children
but does not name them, They are probably:
Ambrose, John, Benjamin, William, Alice, Susannah,
Ann, Reuben, and Thomas,

(I feel this is the closest tie I have been able

to make to "My Thomas'" since this branch had both
a son Thomas and a Feuben, and both Grayson names
appear in Logan Co., Ky. at the same time around

1795, Since "My Thomas" was born 1770 he would,

of course have to be a grand child.)

In 1777 there was an Ambrose Grayson scalped by
Indians near Logans Tort, Ky. I have no idea

of his father other than it was undoubtedly this
same branch,

One scurce has Ambrose, J, dying in 1755 or 1756,
his will was proved March 2, 1756, This was a
nuncupative (oral) will given to Thomas Grayson
in 1754,

4, Benjamin -~ Was a colonel in the militia in 1740.
M, Susannah Monroe (which was her 3rd marriage.,)

From this point on the lineage of this Benjamin

(d, 1757) whose lineage I have traced to the 1900's,
Spence (b, 1734) who was most prolific but whose
descendants have been well establised, Col., William
b, 1736 who was Gen'l, Washingtons aide, and
Susannah Monroe Grayson b, 1743, If you can trace
to this branch you are very fortunate since there

is a death of information available, I'm not so
lucky.

Benjamin had a brother Ambrose, and with this part of the
above I agree. He was born in England in 1680 M, Alice
in 1727 d. 1742, He had a son Ambrose,

I have acres of information on this Benjamins descendants
and will give you any of it you wish, but I have traced
all Benjamins in every direct line of his enought to
establish that the Benjamin Grayson in Wilkes Co,, N.C,
in 1790 cannot be a direct descendant of this Benjamin.
Therefore! he must be a descendant of Thomas, John Jr.,

or Ambrose, diUJJ&LV”.?kE/

—




It is interesting to note the following:

In a census of 1787 Wilkes Co,, N.C, Capt. Isbel's
District Benjamin Grayson as head of family shows:

- White male 21~60
White males under 21 over 60
- White females all ages

LR Sl
I

(This could be Benjamin - His wife 5 sons and 2 daughters
under 21).

In 17390 Wilkes Co,.,, N.C, Capt, Morgan's District shows:

3 - White males over 16
2 - White females under 16
2 - White females including head of family

This same census of 1790 shows a John Grayson:

1 WM
1 WFM

This compares closely if - 1 Son John (under 21 in 1787)
is now married leaving - 2 Sons over 16 and 1 under 16
in 1790, There is now an extra female (2 under 16, 2
over) compared to a total 43 in 1787, but this is not
too disturbing.,

Also, in a Roster of Soldiers, from N.C, in the Am,
Revolution, Pub, 1932, Benjamin Grayson is listed as
in the militia from Morgan District.

A Thomas Grayson is shown as from N,C. and aboard
Forbay Prison Ship in 1781,

The one thing that doesn't quite fit is that neither
Benjamin above or Thomas were listed in the census of
1782,

Perhaps you have some better information but since

I can find no will for either or in fact any Grayson
for Wilkes Co, from 1778-1811 I assume they left there
prior to 1811,




Although I intended to write more at this time, since
I travel quite a lot I am going ahead and get the
above to you and hope it offers some clues and will
appreciate if you can let me know other information
you may have that we can reach some commeon ground,

Yours sincerely,

/ D,

Leon E. Brooks

LEB/fb
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April 19, 197L

bear lxr. Zrooks,

I vms glad to hear from you again, T Have turned up very little on

ansyer your guestions to vhe bect of my ability,
st all T will telld you vhere I obtaired the bulk of information on

tte early history of the fanily, It come from i
trs, fubert (Iattie Cleveland Gravson) hite
108 ;_i th 3t
lurg 7s Virginia

The material had Leen collected by her neprew,a !, Lauck,who ovmed the

r‘n,

nevigpaper in Iuray, This was in 1983 and izs, White was an clderly lady

[}

S
w - " = .
¢ night sti1l be living.

at the time. Hew nephe
At the time my aunt started wvorking on the fanily history T was living

>

‘adison Coe., Virginia, In an old 3ible my aunt saw in Alabana were

(& ey

f—

in

these words concerning Jorn Grarson (1770-1525) tborn in Sootsylvania,

-

Virginia.," Ly husband cane across 1rs, White in a hosoital in Chatlottes—

cﬁ_

o

ville and discovered her meiden name was Grarson. She told him about
her colleetlon of vapers and let me borrow them to copy. In the napers
vac the mention that the first Grarysons in America settled in Spottsrylvania,

irginda and that Zenjenin latter setiled in Prince .illian Co., Va.

Decause of our family connection with Soot tislvania and the cornection
of irs, white's Groyson ancestorc with the sar county I dedueted that

A7 oncestors and hors vere either the samn or related,
it was with the above in mind that I went to Sonotsylvenia and nersonally
researcied every racord concerndnyg (roysons. I have since leaimied dhat

comcone named Orozier has oublishzd an index to the Spotsylvania county

records OS e




g

a

There 1is

sou orobably lmow the 1st

slight problen con cornln

Tederal Census of 1790 for Virginia has be

several William (Graysons.

izstroyed The tax rolls for 1702-1707 are used as a sudstitute, n
these you find the followings:
Gravsson, Col, #illiam - Loudoun Co, =~ 1762
" Col. illiam — FPrince Willian Co. -~ 1782
" Villian -~ Spotsylvania Coe. - 1702 v—
" Willian ~ Culpeper Co, = 1783 ——
As noted above there were at leazt 3 different VWillisam Gravsons living
1 the same tirme in 3 differemt counties, The Willian living in Culpeper

Coe. in 1733 could be 1 of the other

onobner william Groyson,

3 o moved or ne could

have been

In & bool :ARRTAGE HZCLIDS - Virginia, thers is & reccrd of willian 1
Grayson who bought land in 173u in Albenzrle Co., dicd in 1329 aps 92
and married Ann Smith daughter of Thomas, Trhis william was thus born in
‘ l?/ [e
Although Mrs,. White's records show only 1 marriare and 1 sct of children
Tor her ancestor William Grayson (1732_1829) he could have boen merried
=
(LW MK o
more than once, the william Greryson Dr, He.R, (rarson wrote vouacould
e enother with the same nare or the same ons vwho merried a second tine
and nod another set of children,
I knew about John and Darbara SO, ived in Culneper Co. andg
and 1751 s0ld thelr land in Spotsylvania Co. and moved o what is
row lontrenery County. 7 hove corresoonded with o Tvs, Grcoson in otheville,
._l-‘-‘;'c'—“'
Vi, whose usband was o desceondent. died in 1702 in Tonigormerr Co. and I
fave 2 copr ol his will, Althousn not wositive, I Lelicve hin to Lo the
s - \ ALt
cather of my John (1770-1028). In John drovocon's will he nentions his
son Join s fthe younsest son, 4 wibness to his will wac a Joames ~don

15

iy dohn cave thot nare to

counest ehild,

—

T

. ambrose Gravson, Jr. (de 170k, un zrried) and Jiiliem (1730-
A . i
Ly 1 Eha ot T ey el fealee - . v .
‘ff°z nrothe //;Q,ﬂ che children of fnbrose Grosson, Sr. (150521 17he).  anbro

ot

ey D S
was chus o2 waen wlllianm vres sornm,
2obhor was born.

2y ner Gravson wos

arandia

i
-

1529) were

when e
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Jolm and “arbara Grayson had a son Lilliam who warriced iiachel Cooley

e dicd in 1001 and cccording to his vwill

nnd the folloving chdlddren: ik 3illey, euben, Amdrose, John, Jetsy,

oally, Pollye Compare these with the children of Aubrosc Sr. (1680-17L2)
o1

and notice the repetition of nanes.

P

b
=
L
e

-
(%]
<t

Tt is wy firs belief thet my line

hnbrose Grayson, Sr. — narried
Join H married
Jnlm Grayson narricd
Labrose " marricd
renry Ambrose B - iy grandiatne

qow that Jolm and Jarbare Croyson settled in rontgomery Co,s Vae

[oond

I
ard his rill is recorded there as is <hat of his son william, Tt was
in Lontgenery Uoe.y, Va. that ny Jolhm Grorson wmarried Sallie Carter in 1792,

According to a bax list for Vontgorery Co., Va, dated Yarech 7, 1790
e ——

ki/’ 1,/John rayson vas the only Crayson who listed o white male vetween 15 and 21,
i

Your mention that John Groyson and vwife Susannah were the parents of

Zenjamin and Awmbrose is something new to me, Joim CGrayson died in 1736

- ~
i

and Susarman iiged as administrator. 'e' left noy will., Other records

do showr &t least 2 sons, Jomn Jr, and Thomes wio in & land transaction is

P T oY H L v . =y - .. >
nentinned o5 the oldest son., Thoere vwere ot lenst 2 daughters - iary who

4

111

[&]

narried John Catlett 722 Jet, 1725 and Zlicocbeth viw narried Thoma

Lo oapril 1731, This wag learncd from merria; p records,
T - )
“ho is Dr, 3 Loy I onlesse have his eddress? I owould like

Lo weiaad PR
D VITLTe il

cen too voring or confusing, I T learn enyihing

t

ck
o

I do hone iris hos

o

and hope rou will Zo the sane,

new 111 scnd on to wou

f’, «vj- - ;L{:L/OJ#-—G;‘)‘/
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LEON E. BROOKS
P. O. BOX 7392
SHREVEPORT, LOUISIANA 71107 % /é
April 23, 1974
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Richard R. Grayson, M,D.
103 West Main Street
St. Charles, Illinois

Dear Dr. Grayson:

I, like you, believe it's almost time to call the computer in for
help. It's really hard to solve these Grayson problems, in fact,
right now I don't even remember what the problem is.

Possibly the best attack is to broadcast information then pursue
fine points; that always seems to lead to additional information,
As I said before I have many ideas and questions, but first let me
clear up a point that caused you some confusion because my last
letter was written in haste.

My statement was that my direct ancestor (as far back as I have
authenticated) was Thomas b. Va. 1770 d. La. 1839.

The three sheets I sent showing other information on Benjamin,
John and Ambrose, were from a Mrs. Underwood, and the statement
of the descendancy from John was hers, as were the other re-
ferences on those sheets., I am enclosing a recent letter of hers
as well as one of her relatives, a Mrs. Stokes.

I think it very interesting that her reference to a will of John
Grayson (b, 1727 d. 1802) mentioned a John as the youngest son.

A witness to this will was a James Gordon - which was the name of
the youngest son of John (b. 1770 d. 1826) and Sallie Carter,
This is certainly more than coincidence and leads to believe that
the descendancy is:

I. Ambrose - Alice Y
A. John b, 1727 m - Barbara
B, John b. 1770 m ~ Alice Carter

n
I therefore agree 4& this point with Mrs, Underwood.

Next, the two (or one) William Grayson's b. 1732 d. 1829 seems to
be an avenue to develop.

First: The information you sent shows these dates with the age 87 -
should this be 977



From Mrs. Underwood:

The William m Anne Smith in marriage records - Va. - shows this
William in Albemarle Co. in 1764 d. 1829 age 92 married Anne Smith
daughter of Thomas. — d?

This would be b, 1737 d. 1829,

Also could explain name Thomas in this line being also from her
father.

The information on William (b. 1732 - 1829) m Eleanor Sanford - \
children: William, Thomas, Judj and Joel poa
(b. 1777 d. 1859) came from a Mks, White, who was

Luray, Va.
Before I go further I think I'll try to clear these points.
HELP!!!
Yours truly,

eon E. Brooks

LEB/mh
Enclosures



